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Sors of God

In Romans 8:14 it says, “For asmany asare led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons
of God.” What doesit mean by “led by the Spirit of God™? When someonreislead by someone
else, the onewho daesthe leading makes all the dedsions. That’'s abou as sSmple awe can make
it. If the onewhois being led makes the dedsions, they are nolonger being led, they arein control
of what happens and when and where it will happen. That’s not what the Scripture is saying when
it talks about being “led by the Spirit of God.”

One thing that will help us to understand the diff erence between being led by the Spirit of
God a not isthat, our spirit isin ou belly, and ou mindisin ou head. If we ae led by the Spirit
of God,we will not beled by our mind. We must lean to tell the diff erence between our mind and
our spirit.

Our mindisinvolved, that’ strue, but whereistheinformationcoming from, our head or our
spirit? If it comes from our head, then it’s not the Holy Spirit. If it’s the Holy Spirit, it will come
from our spirit whichisin ou belly. Seamndy, whoseideaisit, in where we ae being led? Was it
our ideg or God sided?

Let'slook at a cae where God was doing the leading, and we can seeit was God and not
man. In 1 Samuel 9, it tell s of the timewhen God led Saul to Samuel to be anointed as cgptain over
thechildren of Israd. When Saul | eft hisfather’ shouse, he thought hewas out looking for somelost
animals (1 Sam. 9:3).

Saul and a servant of hisfather had traveled along distance They were gonefor at lest two
or more days, looking for some animals. They felt they shoud return withou finding the animals,
thinking Saul’ s father would think they were lost (1 Sam. 9:5).

The servant suggested to Saul that before they returned withou the animals, they shoud go
and enquire of Samuel, whowas cdled a See. At that time, prophets were cdled a See, for they
were shown things by God. So, they made their way toward the aty. On their way they met some
young maidens andenqured of them where the See was? They weretold to hury, for Samuel was
inthe City, andwould be going upto the high placeto saaifice Asthey cameinto the aty, they saw
Samuel, nat knowing who hewasthey asked where the Sea’ shouse was. “ And Samuel answered
Saul, and said, | am the seer. goup before me unto the high place for ye shall eat with meto
day, and to morr ow | will | et theego, and will tell theeall that isin thineheart” (1 Sam. 9:19).

Up urtil that time Saul and hs father's srvant had noideawhat God was doing. They
thought they were out looking for some animals that were lost. But Samuel continued by saying,
“And asfor thine assesthat were lost three days ago, set not thy mind on them; for they are
found...” (1 Sam. 9:20).

What Saul and hsfather’s srvant didn't know was,

the LORD had told Samuel in hisear a day before Saul came, saying,

Tomorr ow about thistimel will send theea man out of theland of Benjamin, and thou

shalt anoint him to be aptain over my people Israel, that he may save my people out

of the hand of the Phili stines: for | have looked upon my people, because their cry is

come unto me (1 Sam. 9:15,16.

When the Holy Spirit isleading someone, He doesn’'t alwaystell them all the detail s. 1t'snaot their
business to knaw al the detail s, it’s only for them to follow the leading of the Spirit and let the
detailsupto Him. Verse 17 tdlsus, “ And when Samuel saw Saul, the LORD said unto him,
Behold theman whom | spaketotheeof! this ssmeshall reign over my people.” At thetimethe
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LORD spoke thisto Samuel, Saul and hisfather’s srvant had noideawhat God was doing.

Therefore, the sons of God areto be led by the Spirit of God, andthereisno read for them
to know aheal o timewhat Godisgoingto do o how Godis going to dosomething. It'sall upto
God, nat the personwhoisbeing led by the Spirit of God. God leads from our spirit, na our mind.
Many times when ou mindisinvaved it’snot God; it’s ancther spirit. We need to be caeful when
we ae being led by our mind.

That doesn’t mean we do nd use our mind. Saul and his father’s srvant were using their
mindin everything they did. But, they were not trying to work out God s plan in their mind. That’s
the big difference If we make plansin ou mind hav Godisgoing to dosomething, almost always,
it’s not God. It’ s the flesh!

| recdl when | was first born again into the family of God, | was told that a cetain
denominationwas having bingo gamesin their church onFriday’ sto raise money for the church. In
my spirit, | knew that was not God. | just knew it, no ore had to tell me, or explain it. | knew that
was nat God, that was man. God works from our spirit, na our head. What comes from God comes
from our spirit in ou belly, na our mindin ou heal.

When God leals us, sometimes we will get a cetain amount of information ahead o time.
But, if we aeto beled by the Spirit of God, we must let the detail supto God, nd try to work them
out ourselves. Our ability isthe flesh, God s ability is the Spirit. There is a diff erence between the
flesh and the Spirit.

In Mark 8:34,it says, “ And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples
also, he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross and follow me.” What does it mean by “let him deny himself”? Self denial isto set aside
al our own pans and ambitions, and let the LORD lead us by His Spirit. Our plans and our ideas
will always get in the way for what God wants to do.

Our plans and our ideas are our thoughts. In Isaiah 558,91t says,

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the

LORD.

For asthe heavens are higher than the erth, so are my ways higher than your ways,

and my thoughtsthan your thoughts.

The Holy Spirit has much better ways and much better plans than we culd ever come up with. If
we will set aside dl our plans and ou ways, then the Holy Spirit can lead us.

In order to beled by the Spirit of God, we must be 100% pasitive that Godiswell ableto do
whatsoever He desires, and He knows how to dowhat He wants to do.He doesn’t need ou idess,
our thoughts, or our ways. His thoughts and His ways are much higher and much better than ous.

In Acts 8, Phili p was aman who krew how to be led by the Holy Spirit. It tellsus,

And the angd of the Lord spake unto Phili p, saying, Arise, and gotoward the south

unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert.

And he arose and went: and, behold, aman of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great authority

under Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who had the darge of all her treasure, and

had cometo Jerusalem for to wor ship,

Wasreturning, and sitting in hischariot read Esaias the prophet.

Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot.

And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said,

Understandest thou what thou readest? (Acts 8:26-30).

If youwill natice the angel of the LORD spoke to Phili p first, then, Philip ddn't ask questions, he
didn't go looking for some means of getting others to help him. He just got up and went, dang
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exadly what the angel of the LORD told him.

When Phili p came nea to the man of Ethiopia, the Holy Spirit spoke to Phili p, saying, “ Go
near, and join thyself tothischariot.” Phili p obeyed the Holy Spirit andjoined himself to the man
in his chariot. After Phili p explained to the Eunuch the Scriptures, he baptized hm. Then it says,

And when they were cme up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away

Phili p, that the exnuch saw him no more: and he went on hisway rejoicing.

But Phili p wasfound at Azotus. and passng through he preached in all the aties, till

he ameto Caesarea. (Acts 8:39,40.

It'sinteresting to ndicethat Philip ddn't have to first raise alot of money to pay for airfare from
Gazato Azotus, like many today. When a personisled by the Spirit, the Holy Spirit takes care of
al the detal s and arrangements. When Christians gart doing the work of the ministry from their
minds, the flesh, they think the only way God can dosomething isif He does it their way... God's
arm is not short, there’ s nathing too herd for the LORD!

| am reminded of an individual who entered Bible Schod to prepare for the ministry. One
of the main requirements was that they live alife of faith. The training was not free Students had
to pay a wnsiderable anount eadt term for their education. They were not alowed to go ou and
eanmoney for their educaion. Nor were they al owed to soli cit suppat from churches, relatives or
friends. They hadtolook orly tothe LORD to supgy al their needs:. spiritual, physicd andmaterial.

Oneday, asthis gudent aongwith ather studentswerein morning prayer heplacel hisBible
onhischair and krelt down, leaning his chest against hisBible. Hisarmswere under the dhair while
his chest was against his Bible. He prayed for along time, along with the other students. He was
praying spedficaly for money to pay tuition.When he aosefrom prayer, he picked up hsBible and
the money he neaded fell from under hisBible. He learned haw to believe God for his neels.

There were many instancesin thisbrother’ slife, starting from thetime he entered that Bible
Schod, that the LORD supgied all hisneedswithou asking anyone dsefor help. Onetime hewas
to go with anather student to a dhurch in ancther city to pread. He did na have the money to pay
the fare. When it came time to go, the other student came andtold him, it’stime to go. Hetold the
other student he did na have the money for the bus fare. He wanted this gudent to take sometime
to pray with him for the bus fare. But, this gudent insisted they did na havetimeto pray, they had
to leave or they would missthe bus.

Whenthey arrived at the bus gop,the other student did na have any money either. First they
asked theother student for hisfare, and hedidn’'t haveit. Thenthey asked him for hisfare, with grea
embarrasgment, he started to read in eat of his pockets, pretending to look for what he knew was
nat there. When hereaded into ore of hispockets, hefelt a aisp pieceof paper. Ashepulled it out
it was enough money to pay for two tickets one way, and enough for one ticket badk. God was
faithful to supdy what they needed at the time.

Over the yeas, this brother in the LORD leaned of God's faithfulnessto supgy al his
needs. Y es, there were many times like the Apostle Paul, he was in ladk, bu God always brought
him through. He learned to trust in the LORD and lean nd unto hisown understanding.

Ancther personcomesto mindwith asimil ar experience He dso, while & Bible Schod was
under the same type of teading, where he had to pay his own hill's, bu could na in any way ask
anyone else to help hm when in time of need. This was a major requirement at the Bible Schod,
they had to learn to believe God for al their needs.

One day this brother in the LORD went with agroup d other studentsto anather city. They
did nat havethe money to pay the busfareto return. Therethey met apersonwhom they had known.
Hewasawedthy man, and could have eaily given them the money they needed. Thiswedthy man
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invited them into his home for the dternoon,and they spent along time with him.

None of these students had the money they needed for bus fare to return bad to Bible
Schod. Y et, they knew they could na in any way even suggest to thiswedthy man that they needed
any money, or that he would help them to pay the bus fare bad to Bible Schod.

When the dternoonwas drawing to a dose, they left the wedthy man’s house withou any
money to pay their busfare. They walked away, and asthey were walking alady came runnng from
her house andcameto thisbrother, saying, “1 have something for youthat you reed.” Sheplacalinto
his hand some money, enough to pay the bus fare for himself and al the other students with him.
Godwas faithful to supdy what they needed when they needed it withou them asking anyone. He
only believing that God would supfy acmrding to His Word.

There are many of thesetestimoniesfrom thasewho haveleanedto believe Godfor all their
neeals. They have leaned to be truthful in everything they doinlife. Never lie, ched, sted, beg, or
doanything that isnot pleasing to God. It'salife of living acwording to God s Word that produces
the results of God suppying al their needs.

Ancther person comes to mind by the name of Rees Howells in the ealy 1900s. Rees
Howell s leaned to believe Godfor al his nedls, including the purchasing of property for aBible
Collage. Many times, Rees Howell s beli eved God for finances, and it was down to the last minute,
you might say, bu God always came through with the money when it was neaded. God s Word is
true, if Christians would dowhat it says, and believe what it says.

Let’sgo bad into Genesis 3: and seewhat happened to man when sinfirst entered the human
race Adam and Eve had already known thewill of Godandthe Word of God concerning the eding
of the trees in the garden. They knew they could ea of every treein the garden except the treeof
knowledge of goodandevil . In ather words, they knew they could fredy ea of the Treeof Life, also
in the midst of the garden.

Theserpent camefirst to Eve, “ And hesaid untothewoman, Y ea, hath God said, Y eshall
not eat of every tree of the garden?” (Gen. 31). The devil first worked onEve' s mind, to do
whatever he wuld to get her to doult the Word of God.

Hereiswisdom for anyonewhoisa aiild of God, rever doult theWord of God, God cannat
lie... Heiswell able to dowhatsoever He said in His Word.

Somehow Eve thought abou what the serpent said to her (not rejeding even the thought of
disobeying the Word of God).

And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the

garden:

But of thefruit of thetreewhich isin the midst of the garden, God hath said, Y e shall

not eat of it, neither shall yetouch it, lest yedie. (Gen. 32,3).

Thiswasthe beginning of Eve' stransgresson. Shelistened to the voiceof ancther that did nd agree
with the Word of God. She started talking to anather who was not obeying the Word of God. (The
serpent at that time was nat in the form of a snake (Gen. 314)). Satan daes not come showing his
identity. He comes as one whois a servant of the Most High God (2 Cor. 11:13,14, 2Thess 2:4).

Oncethe serpent had Eve's attention, it says,

And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:

For God doth know that in theday ye et thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and

ye shall be as gods, knowing goal and evil (Gen. 34,5).

Oncedoult was cast into Eve' smind, the devil had her right where hewanted her. Hewasthen able
to put other thoughtsinto her mind, to bring her to total disobedienceof the Word of God. Verse 6
then tell susthe end result, saying, “ And when the woman saw that thetree was goad for food,
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and that it was pleasant to the g/es, and atreeto be desired to make onewise, shetook of the
fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and hedid eat.”

How many Christianstoday understand what happens when we ea of thetreeof knowledge
of goodand evil rather than live of the Treeof Life? How many Christians today understand what
happened to Eve, and then to Adam in the garden of Eden that day?

What the serpent was saying to Eve was, “there is another way to dowhat God wants us to
do.” “Thereisanother way to beaomelike God.” Oh! How sad it iswhen Christianslookfor another
way to dowhat God hestold usto do...

Thesonsof Godareto belikethe Son d God, Jesus Christ Himself. Jesusnever did anything
that was not pleasing to God. Jesus never trusted in anyone other than His Father. Jesus lived on
eath for thirty-three aad ore-haf yeas, and there was no sin in Him. Then, He said to thase who
love Him, “Come, follow Me.”

Christians must learn the voice of the Holy Spirit from within them. Never follow ancther
voice, be led by the Holy Spirit, and nd ancther spirit. “For as many as are led by the Spirit of
God, they are the sons of God” (Rom. 8:14).

Many Christians know abou John G. Lake. In 1907, le was a married man with seven
children. He had given upall hisfinancial wedth and resolved to serve the LORD whally. Latein
1907the Holy Spirit spoke to him to go to Indianapalis Indiana for the winter, and minister there.
Then in the spring leave for South Africa

He took hs family and moved to Indianapadlis. He joined with a former friend and they
ministered together for abou six months. Nea the end d the six months they were praying for
finances for South Africa During their prayer his friend told him the LORD said He is ®nding
$2.000,and it will betherein four days.

In four days the money came from an unknavn dona and they made their way to bcard a
ship to South Africa JohnG. Lake had orly $1.50when they landed in South Africa There hewas
informed that immigrationlawsfor South Africarequired they have & lest $125.00 othey wouldn't
be permitted to get off the ship.

Lake swife asked hm what hewasgoing to dd? He said, “I’'m going to lineupwith therest.
We have obeyed God this far. It isnow upto the LORD.” As he stoodin line, afell ow passenger
tapped him onthe shouder andcdled him out of theline. Hethen gave Lake $200.Andsaid, “| fed
led to give youthisto help your work.” The man was a stranger to Lake.

When they arrived in Johannesburg, they saw alittl e woman running the dock arealooking
for someone. First she asked JohnG. Lake sfriend, “are you an American missonary?’ When he
replied “Yes,” she asked “how many in your party?” He said, “four.” She shook rer head and said,
“no,youaren’t thefamily, isthere ancther?’ He pointed her to JohnG. Lake. When she asked “how
many areinyour family?’ Lakereplied,“My wife, myself, andseven children.” All excited, thelady
said “Yourethe family!”

Shethen told them how God dreded her to med them at the dock and give them ahome dl
furnished to livein, in Johannesburg, South Africa There is no end to testimonies like these. It's
happening today, just likeit has aways happened sinceJesus arose ayain from thedead. The LORD
knows how to work out al the detail s when Christians will believe Him.

While in South Africa it is said that Lake set up 125white congregations and 500 badk
congregations. The heding ministry spread throughou South Africa

Lake then returned to the United States and set up heding rooms in Spokane Washington.
Itis said that over aperiod d five or six yeasthere were more than ore-hunded thousand hedings
reported. Even medicd doctors were heded and left the medicad field to join in praying for the sick

6



inthehedingrooms. In 1919t is said that therewere & many astwo-hunded peopleper day prayed
for in the heding rooms.

Christiansmust learn haw to beled by theHoly Spirit. He Leads, Guides, Comforts, Teades,
and Helpsin every nead they have. No matter what the drcumstances, Godiswell ableto provide.

Christians must be very careful in these last days that Satan daes not come to them like he
cameto Eve, and ceceve them into thinking there is another way to dothe work of the ministry.
When God cdl's, God equips. When God equips, God sends. When God sends, God supgies.

Jesus said, “Beware of false prophets, which come to you in shee's clothing, but
inwardly they are ravening wolves’ (Matt. 7:15). Satan does nat come showing his identity,
saying, he is the devil. But, Jesus aso said, “strait is the gate, and narr ow is the way, which
leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it” (Matt. 7:14). The strait and rarrow way is “the
Word of God and the Holy Spirit.” Thesetwo agree..

Had Eve stayed withthe WORD of GOD, and nd let the serpent tell her thereisanather way,
shewould have had all the powersof hearen on ter side. But... Praise God! Christianshavethe same
choicethat Eve had. They can say NO to the serpent and stay with the TRUTH of the WORD of
GOD andthe Holy Spirit, and have dl the powers of Hearen working with then at all times. What
more could God dofor those who Love Him as much as He Loves them?

There are multitudes of testimonies of God supdying the neads of those who believe His
WORD: evenintheselast days. Thosewho knav the Truthandwalk init will experiencethe power
of Godintheir lives. It isthe TRUTH that sets us freeof al the works of the devil.

Many Christians never cometo the fulnessof their cdli ng. There ae many hindrances that
prevent us from flowing with the Holy Spirit the way God cesires. The gredest hindranceisaladk
of knowledge of the TRUE WORD of GOD. We must come to a knowledge of the Word of God,
from the beginning to knaw the truth that will help usto fulfill our cdling.



KNOWLEDGE
TO HELP USMATURE IN CHRIST

Introduction

Thegreaest hindrancethat Christianswill ever experienceis caused by trying to uncerstand
spiritual things with their natural minds. We must learn to believe God's Word, withou natural
understanding (Prov. 35). But, God is wonderful, and He has given us His Holy Spirit to help us
understand spiritual things.

Christiansneed to understandtheWord of God* from thebeginning.” EvenwhentheBible
says, “thebeginning,” itisnat awaystaking abou from “thevery beginning.” Asan example, Jesus
said to some of the Jews in John 844,“Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your
father yewill do. Hewasa murderer from the beginning, and abodenot in thetruth, because
thereisno truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of hisown: for heisaliar, and
thefather of it.” By this, Jesus said that the devil wasamurderer from the beginning. Y et, the Bible
tell susthat the devil wasan “anointed cherub.” “In thebeginning, hewasperfed in theday that
he was created” (Ezek. 2814,15. The words “in the beginning” only apply to the subjed that it
is geaing of (the beginning concerning that subjea).

Let meinjed something here: It’sinteresting that Satan was perfed in the day that he was
creaed, but now is condemned to eternity in hell. Whereas, Christians, were not perfed when we
were born into this world (1 Cor. 1542-44). But because of Jesus “being in Christ,” God is
perfeding usfor al eternity (Heb. 1321). That alone shoud be our gredest joy, that our names are
written in heaven (Luke 10:20).

InGenesis1:1it says, “Inthebeginning God created theheaven and the earth.” In John
1:1it says, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word waswith God, and the Word was
God.” Thesetwo timesare not speking of the sametimein credion.John 11is e&ing of atime
before Genesis 1:1. First, was the Word of God, then came the aedion d the hearens and eath.
“TheWord” camefirst, then came that which was creaed by “the Word.”

We must be very careful when we study the Word of God, that we ae not mislead by the
teadings of men. We must be very careful that we go all the way badk to the beginning, when the
Spirit of Godinspired men to write the Scriptures. That means, we must go badk to the Hebrew and
Chadeesin the Old Testament and to the Greek in the New Testament. If we only read and study
the Engli sh trandations of the Bible we will easily be decaved by the teadings of men.

Many have been decaved by the teadings of men. Many have taught from trandations,
which some of them are nat even “word for word” tranglations, but rather the ideas of men using
“thought for thought” or “paraphrased” trandations. Thought for thought and paraphrased
trandationsare man’ sideas, they do nd always agreewith the Holy Spirit, Whoinspired the writi ng
of the Scripturesin the beginning (2 Tim. 3:16, 2Peter 1:21).

Then there ae those who have found dher writings in the Hebrew, and Greek that do nd
agreewith the ones used by the Early Church, when the Scriptures werefirst assembled together in
bookform and cdled “The Bible.” These other manuscripts are the result of “re-writings’ of the
original, many of them by Levites cdled scribes, whase job it was to make apies of the origina
manuscripts. These Scribes (cdled scribes, because that was their job to write and rewrite the
originals) operated by their natural mind, and were nat always led by the Holy Spirit Whoinspired
the original writings.



We must be caeful, what we believe, that it agrees with the complete writings of the
Scripturesfrom Genesis 1: 1 through Revelation 2221.If it doesnot agree @mpletely from one end
to the other than thereis smething wrong, and the Holy Spirit is never wrong. “ No man, teaching
by the anointing of the Holy Spirit can teach anything contrary to the Scriptures originally
inspired by the Holy Spirit” (1 Cor. 123b).

Therefore, men operating from their natural mind, withou the anointing of the Holy Spirit
make many mistakes, andgred error occurs. Thiserror multi pliesand multi plies, urtil thereisvery
littl etruth left. And multit udes of Christians beli evethe aror morethanthetruth. It’slike Jesus said
in Matthew 15:14,“ And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch.” Therefore, |
would encourage every Christian to study the Scriptures, using the original Hebrew, Chaldees, and
Greek to be sure they are not being led astray by the teadings of men.

GodisaGod d order, and pedsion. Everything God daes is dorne in complete order and
predsion. Godis nat the auithor of confusion. The Bibleisinspired by God for man to uncerstand,
and it agrees from Genesis 1:1 through Revelation 2221.

The writing of the Scriptures was dore by men as they were inspired by the Holy Spirit,
usually adding to that which was already written. Therefore, onany subed inthe Bibleit iswisdom
to go badk to thefirst time asubjed ismentioned and continue from there until the complete subjea
is covered. Many have made mistakes by taking Scripture from one part of the Bible and nd
considering what had been written before. By thisthey have misunderstoodwhat the Holy Spirit was
trying to teat us.

When the Bible spe&ks of the beginning, there ae many things to ched out from Genesis
1:1 through Revelation 2221, kefore we can be sure we are getting the truth, and nd someone’'s
opinion. There ae many subjeds that need to be studied from the beginning before we can
understandand knaw thetruth. Onething of importanceisthat “the Scriptureswereinspired by the
Holy Spirit,” they canna aways be understood by the natural mind. In 1 Corinthians 2:14 it tells
us, “thenatural man recaveth not thethingsof theSpirit of God: for they are fodlishnessunto
him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discemed.”

As we seach the Scriptures, we must not do it with ou natural understanding, bu rather
listento our spirit for revelationfrom the Holy Spirit. No matter what Bible we use, it could contain
the truth, bu what we read is written “information.” It must become “revelation” by awork of the
Holy Spirit within usin order for usto understand and knaw the truth. Withou the “revelation” of
the Word o God, by the Spirit of God within us, it isonly “information” and can lead us astray.

Many religious people usethe Bibleto tead their beliefs, but only the Holy Spirit canreved
the truth. Only the Truth can help us. Anything that is not Truth, will only lead us astray.



FROM THE BEGINNING

One thing of importanceto uncerstand from the Scripturesis“man.” What do the origina

manuscripts say abou man? First, we findin Genesis 1:26, it says, “And God said, Let usmake
man in our image, after our likeness and let them have dominion over thefish of thesea, and
over the fowl of the air, and over the attle, and over all the erth, and over every creeping
thing that creepeth upon the earth.” Thisverse mntains an enormous amourt of informationin
the Hebrew, that many have not naticed. But for now, let us go to Genesis 2:7, where it explainsthe
credion of man. It says, “And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and
breathed into hisnostrilsthe breath of life; and man became a living soul.”
When we study this verse from the Hebrew, we will find that the word “man” is spe&ing of
mankindin general, na one man by the name of Adam. Those who kelieve it was geaking of one
man by the name of Adam have drealy been deceved and keli eve the teading of men instead of
the “revelation d the Holy Spirit.”

The word “man” comes from the Hebrew word “adam” (Strong’s number 120 meaning
“mankind in general, male and femae.” Strong’'s number for a person by the name of Adam is
number 121). If yougo bad to Genesis 1:26 youwill noticethat God said, “L et usmakeman in
our image, after our likeness and let them havedominion...” God dd nd say, “let usmake ONE
MAN BY THE NAME OF ADAM, AND LET HIM havedominion.” That iswhat many tead, bu it isnot
truth! God said, “ Let us make MANKIND, MALE AND FEMALE, and let THEM havedominion.”

If Christians would study their Bibles, using the original Hebrew text, they would seethe
truth, andit could help them tremendowsly intheir liveshereoneath. When the LORD God creaed
man in Genesis 2:7, Eve was already in Adam. If you study your Bible from Genesis 1:1 through
Revelation 2221, you will find that the LORD took a rib ou of Adam and formed Eve (Gen.
2:21,22. The LORD did na breaheinto the nostril sof Eve, so she muld become aliving soul (Eve
was arealy aliving soul before the LORD took arib from Adam and formed Eve). According to
Acts17:26, Theblood d every individual camefrom theblood d thefirst body “formed of the dust
of the ground” It says, “ And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the
faceof the earth...” Accordingto 1Corinthians 15:22,wewere dl i n Adam inthe day that man was
creded. It says, “ For asin Adam all die, even soin Christ shall all be made alive.”

Wewere dl in Adam theday that the LORD Godcreaed man (Strong’ s#12Q Gen. 27). Just
as Levi wasin Abraham when Abraham paid tithesto Melchisedec. We know that neither Isaacor
Jamb (the father of Levi), were born yet when Abraham paid tithes to Melchisedec (Gen. 1420).
Y et, Hebrews 7:9,10says, “ L evi also, who recaveth tithes, payed tithesin Abraham...For he
wasyet in theloins of hisfather, when Melchisedecmet him”

What iswritten herein Hebrews 7:9,10wasinspired by the Holy Spirit. Leantolistento the
Holy Spirit within youwhen youstudy theWord of God,andyouwill know the Truth, andthe Truth
will help ke youfrom beli eving theteadings of men. TheHoly Spirit was sent to beyour Teader.
It tellsusthat in 1John 227, saying, “ But the anointing which ye have receved of him abideth
in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but asthe same anointing teacheth you of all
things, and istruth, and isno lie, and even asit hath taught you, ye shall abidein him.”

Withou the help of the Holy Spirit, we caana know the Truth. The Holy Spirit will always
bea awitnesswith the written Word of God, for Heisthe Onewhoinspired it to be written for our
benefit. Heisonly One Spirit, and He will never lie, or deceve anyone. When He spe&s, it will be
Truth, and nolie. Hewill bea awitnesswith the Truth of the Word of God from within your spirit,
nat your head.
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Thereisalot more mntained in the Scriptures concerning “we were dl in Adam in the day
that the LORD God creaed man.” But, for those who do nd believe it, they have drealy been
deceved by the teadings of men. Unlessthey open their heats and mindsto recave from the Holy
Spirit andregjed the teatings of men, which means*“repent” (turn from beli eving that whichis not
true), God canna help them. God can only help thase who will believe God by awitnessin their
spirit, by the Holy Spirit beaing witnesswith the written Word of God. Asit saysin 1 Corinthians
2:14,“the natural man receaveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are fodlishness
unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discermed.”

Bad to Genesis2:7, it says, “ And theL ORD God formed man of thedust of theground,
and breathed intohisnostrilsthebreath of life; and man becamealiving soul.” The LORD God
“breathed into hisnostrilsthebreath of life.” There aeno aher creauresoneath that theLORD
God lreahed into them “the breath of life.” There ae many other creaures that were aeded on
the sixth day. They all haveliving souls. But it was sSmply aliving soul, na breahed into them by
the LORD God Himself. They were simply creaed asliving souls.

Looking over in Job,wewill findthe same evidenceof thediff erencebetween man and aher
creaures. Job 334, says, “ TheSpirit of God hath mademe, and thebreath of the AlImighty hath
given melife.” Man’'sliving soul came by the breah of the LORD God.Job 1210says*“In whose
hand isthe soul of every livingthing, and thebreath of all mankind.” Thebreah of al mankind
islisted separately from every living thing (whichindicates other living creaures). Theword “ soul”
in the Hebrew is“nephesh.” It is used to identify both the souls of other living creaures aswell as
the souls of mankind. Thewords“living thing (cahy),” spe&ing of other living creauresisfrom
theHebrew word “cahy,” the same Hebrew word used for “living soul” in Genesis2:7, whereit says,
“and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living (cahy) soul
(nephesh).”

Human beingsare dernal “living souls.” That means, asaliving soul, man will always exist
somewhere, in heaven ar in hell, depending upon,if they believetheWord of God, a rejed thefree
gift of eternal lifein Christ Jesus. Wheress, all other credures have “aliving soul.” Animals have
aliving soul, bu they are not “living souls.” Angels have aliving soul, bu they are “spirits,” they
do nd have aphysicd body. Even God hes aliving soul, bu Godis nat aman.

To know the Truth concerning the aedion d man, and receve revelation from the Holy
Spirit, we must also understand what the New Testament saysabou the aedion d man. The Greek
word used for soul is“psuche.” Jesus, Himself had “a living soul.” In John 1011, Jesus sid,“1 am
the goad shepherd: thegoad shepherd giveth hislife (psuche) for the sheg.” When Jesus gave
Hislifefor us, HegaveHis“livingsoul,” His*“ psuche,” inthe Greek. Why wasit necessary for Jesus
togiveHis“psuche” (living soul)? Becaise man wascreded “a living soul,” in the beginning. Jesus,
Whowas Godin the Spirit, had aliving soul. He caneinto thisworld, andrecaved aphysicd body
from His mother, Mary, and becane Man. Jesus always had a living soul. He dways had a Spirit.
But, urtil Hewasborn of awoman, He did na have abody of flesh and bores.

In 1 Corinthians 15:45it explainsthe same thing it saysin Genesis 2:7, by saying, “ And so
it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a
quickening spirit.” Thefirst manwas*“a living soul” (psuche), na “aliving spirit” (pneumainthe
Greek). Spedficdly, it says, “ Thefirst man Adam was madealiving soul,” making it very clea
that Adamwasnot aliving “ spirit,” and hewas natural and nd spiritual. It confirmsthisin verse 46,
saying, “ Howbeit that was not first which is giritual...” Using the New King James Version it
says, “However, the spiritual isnot first, but the natural, and afterward the spiritual.” Those
who tead that Adam was siritual, and was “a spirit” and had a body and a soul are teading
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contrary to what the Scripture teades. That is ateading of men, nd of the Holy Spirit.

Man hasthreeparts, abody, asoul, and a spirit; all threemake up the totality of man. Man,
being aliving soul can and will exist forever, even if he does nat have aphysicd body.

Becaise“man,” living oneath, hasabody of flesh, sometimesthe Bible cdl sman “flesh.”
In John 36, Jesus said, “ That which isborn of the flesh isflesh; and that which isborn of the
Spiritis irit.” Theword “born” isnat the same astheword “creaed.” They do nd mean the same
thing. When Jesus said, “ That which isborn of the flesh isflesh,” He was saying, that whichis
born of “man” isflesh. That does not mean that man isabody and has asoul and a spirit. It means
that if apersonisbornintothisworld by an operation d onemale and orefemal e producing ancther
person after their likeness that which they produce can aso be cdled “flesh.” Thereproduction d
man “by man” produces “flesh” ead after his own kind. SeeGenesis 5:3, Adam’'s ©nwasin his
own likenessafter hisimage.

The soul of man was arealy in man before the woman became pregnant. The souls of
mankind come down all the way from the first body “formed from the dust of the ground’ (Gen.
2:7). If youwill noticein Matthew 1:1-16 it li sts the generations from Abraham to Jesus, whois
cdled Christ. In Luke 3:23-38it li ststhe generations from Mary’ sfather to Adam. In eat of these
two generational lists it goes from male to male (even though in Matthew there ae threewomen
listed among them). The reason for listing from male to male is “the seed of man” travels from
generation to generation through the male, na the female.

If youarelooking for wisdom, youwill naticethat Jesus Christ wasnot born of “the sead of
Adam (man),” but of the Holy Spirit and Mary (woman). Therefore, Jesus was nat born with sinin
Him. Hisbloodwas pure, withou the sin and deah that passed “ upon all mankind” from Adam,
seeRomans 5:12.

Therefore, when a personis born into this world, they are said to be “born of the flesh.”
That whichisborn of man, “isman,” “isflesh.” This smeterminaogy isused, when it talks abou
“walking after theflesh” (Rom. 8:1). Thisis ge&king of living likethe natural man lives, rather than
walking after the Holy Spirit. These two are @ntrary to ead ather. Galatians 5:16,17says,

This | say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.

For theflesh lusteth aganst the Spirit, and the Spirit aganst the flesh: and these are

contrary the oneto the other: so that ye annot do the things that ye would.

If we aontinueto search the Scriptures, wewill findthat man “hasaspirit.” That spiritis“in
man.” Such as it says in Job 328. “But there is a spirit in man: and the inspiration of the
Almighty giveth them understanding.” The purpose for man having a spirit “in man,” is 9 that
God could communicae with man from “his sirit.” All inspiration o the Holy Spirit comes from
man’ sspirit, whichis“inman.” ThewhoeBiblewaswritten by men, whowereinspired by theHoly
Spirit, from their spirit (2 Tim. 3:16, 2Peter 1:21).

When the Scriptures tell usthat “thereisa spirit in man,” that means that man “isnot a
spirit,” but in man there is a spirit. The Scripture is © plain and clea in this areathat only those
whose minds have been blinded by the god d thisworld would believe any differently (2 Cor. 4:4).

Here is wisdom: Beware, that you do nd follow the voice of aman, bu rather foll ow the
leading of the Holy Spirit from your spirit (1 John 227). Men, teating what they have head athers
tead, have caused gred error to enter into the body of Christ. Many yeasago therewasaword from
the LORD which said, “ Those who havetaught what theyhaveheard ather men teach, and have
not receved if from My Spirit, if theywill repent, My gracewill cover them.”

Some havetaught that because John 424inthe King JamesVersion d the Bible says, “ God
isa Spirit: and they that worship him must wor ship him in spirit and in truth,” that would
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mean that man, being creded in the likenessand image of Godwould be “aspirit.” Therefore, they
say, “man isaspirit, and hesasoul andabody.” These arors happen when men tead from their
natural mind, nd receving their information from the Holy Spirit. There is an error in the King
JamesVersionin John 424.The Greek redas, “God Spirit...” Not “God isa Spirit...” Inthe New
King James Version they correded this error by saying “ God is Spirit, and those who wor ship
Him must worship in spirit and truth” (John 424,NKJV). “ God isSpirit” would bethe cmrred
tranglation d the Greek to English.

One day, while working onamadine, it came from my spirit, “ Godis Spirit.” | knew what
the Holy Spirit was showing me, but | still stopped dang what | was and went to my Bible. When
we understand that “ God is Spirit,” we can uncerstand why God is omnipresent and annipotent.
Godwho*isSpirit” creded” spirits’ (angels, etc.) Angelsarenat “ Spirit” but they are “spirits.” They
are nat physicd beings, they exist inthe spirit redm, na inthe natural redm. They can appea inthe
natural realm, as osme have acording to the Bible (Gen. 182,22, 191, Judges 13:3, 920, etc.)
Hebrews 132 tells us, “Be not forgetful to entertain strangers. for thereby some have
entertained angels unawares.” |, myself, had two angels gand by my fed in my living room in
August of 2003. They looked human, hed physicd bodes, dresed in army uniforms. But, after
looking at them afew minutesandstaringintheir faces, in asplit-secondthey disappeaed, vanished
out of sight.

Men, nd understanding that the likenessand image of Godis nat that “Godis Spirit.” But
that, thelikenessof Godis, “ God, spe&ks HisWord andthingscomeinto being.” Theimage of God
is, “God is hdly, love, righteous, truthful, long suffering, merciful, etc” Man was creded in this
likenessandimage. Jesus was the expressimage of God (Heb. 1:3), andHe said to Phili p, “hethat
hath seen mehath seentheFather...” (John 149). Everything Jesus sid and dd, wasthe “likeness
and image of the Father.”

Ancther error ismade by beli eving that because Genesis 2:7 says, “ the LORD God for med
man of thedust of theground, and breathed into hisnostrilsthe breath (h@shamah) of life...”
They have said, “the LORD God kreahed the spirit into man, and therefore, man is a spirit.” The
Hebrew word “n@shamah” isat timestranslated “ spirit” in the King James Version (Job 264, Psa.
20:27). Yet, thisis not the normal. The primary Hebrew word for spirit is“ruwad.”

Ancther error ismadein saying “manisaspirit,” when we seewhat the Holy Spirit inspired
in Ecdesiastes 12:7. Spe&ing of when man desoneath, it says, “ Then shall thedust return to
theearth asit was. and the spirit shall return unto God who gawit.” All Scripture must agree
from Genesis through Revelation. In the cae of the spirit of man, it tell s us that when man deson
eath, hisbody returnsto dust (Gen. 319), and h's irit returnsto Godwhogave usaspirit. If “man
isaspirit” andlivesin abody and hesasoul, then everyone, nomatter whothey are, when they die
oneath “they all” go to God and that would mean norewould be lost or go to hell. That does not
agreewhat the Scriptures at all. That would be contrary to the Word of God from Genesis through
Revelation. Hebrews 6:2 tell s us there is adoctrine “of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal
judgment.” Revelation 2Q15 says, “ And whosoever was not found written in the book of life
was cast into thelake of fire.”

Again,ancther errorismade by thosewhoread their Engli sh translationsand nd the Hebrew
and Greek. Becaise in Luke 3:38, the King James Version says, “W hich was the son of Enos,
which wasthe son of Seth, which wasthe son of Adam, which wasthe son of God,” they teat
that Adam and Jesus were the same... They were both sons of God. They say Adam fail ed, bu Jesus
did na fail .

Thisisall aresult of not knowing what the original manuscript, which wasinspired by the
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Holy Spirit says. Inthe Greek, Luke 3:38 says, “W hich (tou) of Enos, which (tou) of Seth, which
(tou) of Adam, which (tou) of God.” Thewords “wastheson” are nat in the Greek. These words
were al added by the trandlators. Thereby, totally changing the inspired Word of God and adding
gred error. The Darby Versiontranslates Luke 3:38,“of Enos, of Seth, of Adam, of God.” Darby
omitted the Greek word “tou’ and dd na add any other words, thereby staying much closer to what
was inspired in the original manuscript.

Adam was*“a creaed” human being. Hewasnat “a son d God’ in the beginning. Jesus was
“the only Son d God’ in the beginning. Jesus “was God’ with the Father and the Holy Spirit right
from the beginning (John 11,2, 1John 57). Jesus, “asthe Son d God’ was “the Credor,” not the
creaed... All things were aeded by Him and for Him (John 13,10, Col. 3:16). The Credor is
greder than the aeaed...

Adam was of this eath, he was eathly. Jesus was nat of this eath, He was heavenly. This
isall explainedin 1 Corinthians 15:45-49.

The Holy Spirit inspired the writing of the Scriptures in the beginning. The Holy Spirit is
only One Spirit, and He never makes a mistake. He doesn’t say one thing in ore place ad then
something else in ancther place Heis consistent, predse, and acarate in everything He does. All
of Scriptureisinspired by the Holy Spirit (2 Tim. 3:16, 2Peter 1:20,21), and we must nat change
any of it through man’ sideas during translation. It’ simportant that weli stento the Holy Spirit within
us when we study the Scriptures.

Itisimportant that wedo nd seach ou “one” passage of Scripture andclaim that by that one
passage we can say, “man isaspirit, hasasoul andlivesinabody.” We must be cetain that all of
Scripture agrees from Genesis through Revelation. The Holy Spirit will not bea a witnesswith
man’'s ideas... He will only bea a witnessto that which He inspired in the beginning. He never
changes His mind onanything He has arealy inspired, and hed it written.

In this life we have a ticice We can choose to ed of “The Treeof Life,” or “the treeof
knowledge of goodandevil” (Gen. 29,16,17. Because of aladk of knowledge of spiritual things,
most people have no unaerstanding of what lifeis. Seacondy, becaise of ladk of understanding, most
people believe what they have head aherstead, never coming to the truth of lifeitself.

Understanding lifeitself is one of the most important things anyone can accomplish. But to
acomplishit, it takesadesireto know thetruth and seach for “revelation” of thetruth. If wedo nd
seach for it, we will not findit.

Truth comes only from one source, na from books, na from teadings of men, “but from
God,” who creded all things. The Bible mntainsthe Truth inthe Word of God. But, na everyone
whoreadstheir Bibleswill get to know the Truth. For the Bibles only contain the “written Word of
God,” whichis “information.” Informationishelpful, but informationwithou “revelation,” will not
benefit us. Many peoplehaveBibles, full of information,whichthey usefor their “information.” But,
we must recaeve “revelation,” from God, from the “information” in the written Word of God.

Information comes to us through ou natural mind. Revelation comes to us from our spirit.
Informationcomes by the ailit y of man to recevefrom anumber of sources, such asthefive senses,
andtheintellecdua ability of the mind. Theintellecual ability of the mind can recave information
from the natural redm or the spiritual redm. God can give usinformation from the spiritual redm,
by puting thowghtsin ou minds. In Hebrews8:10it says, “...1 will put my lawsintotheir mind...”
But the devil aso can pu thoughtsin ou minds. In 2Corinthians 4:4 it says, “ 1n whom the god of
thisworld hath blinded themindsof them which believenot...” Our mindsaresubjed to spiritua
operations of both, God and the devil.

It's upto eat person,individualy, that they deade which thoughts they will receve and
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which thoughts they will rgjed. The dedsions they make will determine what will happen in their
life throughou eternity.
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MAN IN THE BEGINNING
(THREE PARTS)

A living soul
A body of flesh
A spirit

The LORD Godfirst formed man’ sbody of the dust of the ground(Gen. 27). Oncethebody
was formed of the dust of the ground,then the LORD God lreahed the breah of life into the body
of flesh. Once the breah of life was breahed into the body of flesh, man became aliving soul.
Noticewhat it says in Romans 8:9 concerning thase who are born again of the Spirit. “But ye are
not in theflesh, but in the Spirit, if sobethat the Spirit of God dwell in you...” Before aperson
isborn again “of the Spirit,” they arein the flesh (the body of flesh and bores). Manisaliving soul,
in abody of flesh and bores.

Aslong as we live here on this eath as a man, we will have aphysicd body of flesh and
bores, and aspirit that God can use to communicate with us. God is Spirit, and He needs our spirit
to communicae with us to give us understanding by the inspiration d the Holy Spirit. The Holy
Spirit inspires usin ou spirit and by it we receve spiritual understanding (Job 328).

The spirit of manis“inman.” The natural man, ban of thefleshisnaot in the spirit of man;
the spirit of man isin the natural man. The spirit of man isin man’s belly, na his head.

Jesus sid in John 738, “Hethat believeth on me, asthe scripture hath said, out of his
belly shall flow riversof living water.” What is Jesus talking abou? Johnexplained in the next
verse that Jesus was talking abou the work of the Holy Spirit in man. The Holy Spirit works from
our spirit, na from our mind,whichisin ou head. He works from our spirit whichisin ou belly.

The natural man, ban of theflesh, hasaspirit within im. Heisnot the spirit. Heisaliving
soul. Thereby, we can see dl throughou the Bible from Genesisthrough Revelation, Godistalking
abou “saving souls.” Why does God spea so much abou “saving souls’? God is very much
interested in saving “man.” Manis*“a living soul.”

Man hasthreepartsintotal, therefore, Godisa so interested in saving thewholeman, “ spirit,
soul, and bod/” (1 Thess 5:23). But, God hes to start by working with the”spirit,” before He can
save the cmmplete man in al threeparts, “spirit, soul, and body.” After the spirit, God works with
manin “saving the soul” of man. Salvationisa ontinuows process In Acts 2:47it says, “ And the
Lord added to the church daily such as ould be saved.”

Anyone who hesreal their Bibles shoud have no doub, Godis working with the souls of
men. God must first overcomethework of thedevil i nthe soulsof men, beforeHe can conwvert them,
that they beacomeborn again of the Spirit (John 36,7). Jesus sid, “ No man can cometo me, except
the Father which hath sent medraw him...” (John 644).

Yet, God s plan for total salvation is not naturally understood. Simply, becaise God will
always confoundthe wise and give graceto the humble (1 Cor. 1:19-21). The mystery that was
hidden from the ages, was not reveded urtil after Jesus died and arose again from the dead. Once
Jesus had arisen, God reveded His plan to all whowould come to Him and beli eve the Gospel.

Therevelation d God s plan was not made known to man, o demons, urtil after Jesus was
alrealy arisen from the deal. In 1 Corinthians 2:7,8, it says,

But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God
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ordained before theworld unto our glory:

Which none of the princes of thisworld knew: for had they known it, they would not

have crucified theLord of glory.
Y et, God' s plan was in operation from the foundation d the world. Revelation 138 says, “...the
Lamb dlain from thefoundation of theworld.” Enoch, the seventh from Adam, before theflood,
walked with God threehunded yeas and God took hm to hearen (Gen. 522-24). How could that
be?“TheLambwas dainfrom thefouncition d theworld,” and Enoch receved the truth from God
as he walked with God. Enoch never died here on eath (Heb. 115). Enochis dill divein heaven
(an example of the perfed plan for God for man from the foundation d the world).

Look at the good rewsin 1 Corinthians 15:42-44. 1t tell s us,

So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is own in corr uption; it is raised in

incorr uption:

It is own in dishonour; it israised in glory: it is wn in weakness it israised in

power:

It is wn a natural body; it israised a spiritual body...
It swonderful to uncerstand the plan of God from the foundition o the world. Hisplansfor usare
beyond our natural understanding. Satan was perfed in the day that he was creaed. He started in
perfedionandwill end upin dshona. But man started in dshona and can end upin glory! Praise
the LORD for what He has dore for usl!
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A LIVING SOUL

What isaliving soul? All creaed beings have asoul. Angels have asoul. Demons have a
soul. Animals, fish, fowl, inseds, etc. all have asoul. A dictionary definition o asoul could be, “a
part of man regarded asbeing aspiritual part of thepersonand having no plysicd or material redity.
Itiscredited with the functions of thinking, understanding, reasoning, and determining al behavior
and the will of man.” In combining the English definition with the Greek definition for “psuche”
translated soul many times in the New Testament it would include the English word “psychic,”
meaning “having to dowith the mind beyond retural or known physicd processes; apparently
sensitiveto forcesin the spirit redm.” Theliving soul isnat the spirit of man, even thouwgh it isnot
aphysicd part of man.

In defining “a human living soul,” which came “by the breath of the LORD God,” it is
important to uncderstand, ou living souls are dernal, existing forever without end. The important
thing that most people do nd understandisthat they are derna beings, andwill exist forever. There
isnoendto their existence, thereisonly a change of where they will exist, “with God’ or “without
God”

InRomans11:29it says, “ thegiftsand calli ng of God are without repentance.” Our living
soul isagift from God.When God gives smeone agift, He never takesit bad. God rever changes
Hismindabou thegiftsHegivesto people. When man becane “alivingsoul,” hebecane an eternal
being, hewill li veforever and ever. Every human being “isaliving soul,” andthey will never ceae
to exist. After this life on eath ends, they (the living soul), will continue to live somewhere, in
heaven or in hell. The gift of “a living soul” has been gven to every human being born into this
world, and God will not take it badk, neither will He caiseit to na exist. It will exist forever and
ever.

Oncea person beaomes “a living soul,” they will always be aliving soul. Our living soul is
agift from the LORD God, andit isirrevocable, it canna go badk to nahing, neither can it cease
to exist. God is eternal, and by the breah of the LORD God, every human living soul becane an
eternal being.

Inthislife here oneath we normally only focus uponthis dort timewhilewe aein abody
of flesh and bores. But, that is nat the beginning or the end d soul life. We will continue to live
withou this smebody of flesh and boresthroughou eternity. Thisphysicd body will die andreturn
to duwst “for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return” (Gen. 319). But, where we will be
during the rest of eternity is dependant uponwhat we dointhislife.

A living soul can communicae with thingsin the natural world aswell aswith thingsin the
spiritual redm. A witch can contad spiritsin the demonic redm, and receve information from the
devil andevil spirits, using her mindto doit. At the sametime she can use her mindto think theway
normal peoplethink. Themindis snsitiveto bah redms, the natural redm and the spiritual redm.

The soul of manisnaot aphysicd part of man, although the world thinks of it asapart of the
physicd brain of man. The physicd brain of man canna function properly withou the soul of man.
When the soul of man “stops functioning properly with the brain of man,” the personis sid to be
“unconscious, or in a mma.”

When the soul of man leaveshisphysica body it hasnomore communicationwith thebody,
neither can it communicae with physicd bodes here on eath. It coud become cat into ouer
darkness as Jesus mentioned in Matthew 8:12, saying, “ But the cildren of thekingdom shall be
cast out into outer darkness thereshall beweeing and gnashing of teegh.” (Also seeMatthew
22:13,24:51,and 2530). It could be cat into hell as Jesus mentioned in Matthew 10:28. Or, if the
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personisbornagain of the Spirit, it could ascendinto heasen along with the new Spirit they receved
at the time of their new birth “in Christ” (Ezek. 3626, John 36, 2Cor. 5:17).

Aslong aswelive hereoneathinaphysicd body, wewill have our living soul with us“in
our physicd body,” whereby, ou brain can function. Even though a person can becomeborn again
of the Spirit, and bkecome anew credure in Christ, they are still t he same “living soul” they were
from the beginning.

InRomans 12:2 it tellsus, “ And be not conformed to thisworld: but beyetransformed
by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that goad, and acceptable, and
perfed, will of God.” Our soul is being transformed onthe inside of us to “ prove what is that
goad, and acceptable, and perfed, will of God” while our mindis renewed onthe Word o God.
In 2 Corinthians 10:5 it says, “ Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth
itself aganst theknowledgeof God, and bringinginto captivity every thought totheobedience
of Christ.” Theimaginations and thoughts are an operation within the soul of man. We ae “inthe
process’ of changing this corruption to incorruption. Y et the complete dange will not take place
until we go to be with Jesus (1 Cor. 1553,59.

Therefore, sin, which entered into mankindin the beginning has corrupted “ the soul of man.”
This corruptionis gill working in man, and will not be completely overcome until,

In amoment, in thetwinkling of an eye, a thelast trump: for thetrumpet shall sound,

and the dead shall be raised incorr uptible, and we shall be changed.

For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on

immortality.

Sowhen thiscorr uptibleshall have put on incorr uption, and thismortal shall have put

on immortality, then shall be brought to passthe saying that is written, Death is

swallowed up in victory (1 Cor. 1552-54).

Until that time, we must “ live by the Word of God” “witnessed by the Holy Spirit.” We drealy
havethevictory “in Jesus Christ,” but we must still overcomethe enemy working in our minds. The
Bible says, “the gad of thisworld hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the
light of thegloriousgaospel of Christ, whoistheimage of God, should shineuntothem” (2 Cor.
4:4). The words “them which believe not,” include dl Christians, who do na beli eve the truth
reveded in the Scriptures. There ae many Christians today, being used grealy by God, yet do nd
believethe Gospel in certain areas. Therefore, they havetheir mindsblinded by thegod o thisworld
in that particular area
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THE MIND

The mind is a part of our soul. The mind is subjed to thowghts that come from various
sources. One sourceis the demonic redm, where Satan, the god of this world operates. Ancther
sourceis from God Himself. In Hebrews 8:10 it says. “1 will put my laws into their mind...”
Ancther sourceisour body. Thoughts are produced by our senses. Also, there ae thoughtsthat are
stored upin ou memory.

The one aeawe shoud be most concerned abou isthe aeawhere* the god of thisworld”
puts his thoughts in ou minds, cdled “blinding our minds’ in 1 Corinthians 4:4 which says, “In
whom thegod of thisworld hath blinded theminds (noema) of them which believenaot, lest the
light of the gloriousgospel of Christ, who istheimage of God, should shineuntothem.” This
isalso mentionedin 2Corinthians2:11saying “ L est Satan should get an advantage of us: for we
are not ignorant of his devices (noema).” Then in 2 Corinthians 10:5 it says, ““ Casting down
imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself aganst the knowledge of God, and
bringing into captivity every thought (noema) to the obedienceof Christ.” Thenaso it saysin
2 Corinthians 11:3, “But | fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his
subtilty, so your minds(noema) should be crr upted from thesimplicity thatisin Christ.” You
shoud natice that the same Greek word, “noema” is used in all four of these verses. Each ore
speaking of the work of Satan in the minds of Christians.

The mind receves thoughts from the Satanic redm. Those thoughts are there to bdind ou
minds, that we do nd receve the truth of the gospel of Christ.

These thouwghts come from the Satanic redm, and Satan uses them to try to control our lives
here oneath. By working intheminds of people dl over theworld, from thetime of Adam andEve,
Satan has been getting people to foll ow histhouwghts, thinking they are their thoughts. They are not
their thouwghts, andthey are not the LORD’ Sthoughts. In Isaiah, the LORD spoketo the diildren of
Israd saying,

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the

LORD.

For asthe heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways,

and my thoughtsthan your thoughts (Isa. 558,9).

In Isaiah the LORD didn't tell them where “their thoughts” came from. But in the New Testament
He doestell uswherethey come from. Besidesin thefour verses mentioned previoudly, it dsotells
us in Ephesians 2:2, “W herein in time past ye walked according to the @urse of thisworld,
acoording to the princeof the power of theair, the spirit that now worketh in the children of
disobedience” By Satan puting thoughtsin ou mindsintimespast, he controll ed most of what we
didinthenatural. Hestill controlsmuch of what Christiansdo,whenthey do nd bring their thoughts
into subjedionto Christ within them.

In Ephesians 6:12 it says, “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but aganst
principalities, aganst powers, aganst the rulersof thedar knessof thisworld, aganst spiritual
wickednessin high places.” These rulers of the darkness of this world operate their spiritual
wickednesshby thoughtsthat they put in the minds of people. As Christians, we aetold to pu onthe
whole amor of God to stand against these thoughts put in our minds by Satanic forces.
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THOUGHTS

Thoughts come from many sources, yet thoughts are nat physicd or natural in substance
Thoughts are “spiritual,” and they operate throughou the spiritual redm. They are not limited to
spaceor distance Thoughtscan comedownto man, hereon eath all theway from thethird heavens
where Godthe Father sitsuponHisthrone. They can come from angels or demon spiritsall the way
from the heavens or from the other side of the eath.

Thoughtsare nat spirits, asangels or demons are spirits, but they are aspiritual operation o
spiritsand soul's, used to communicaewith ore ancther. Remember what Paul said abou angelsin
Galatians 1:8,“ But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than
that which we have preached unto you, let him beaccursed.” Angelsfrom heasen could preah
anacther gospel... When God puts an angel in charge over a person, they help that person by putting
thoughtsin their mind.

The same gpliesto demon spirits. They put thoughts in the minds of people to get them to
dowhat they want them to do.Our battle against spiritual wickednessin high pacestakes placein
our mind. Thosethoughts, cdled “fiery dartsof thewicked,” in Ephesians 6:16 are thoughts from
the demonic redm.

Thoughts are nat spirits, bu they come from spiritsin the spiritual redm. Goodangels can
put thoughtsin ou minds. The Holy Spirit can pu thowghtsin ou minds. Many thoughts cometo
our minds, pu there by spiritual forces operating under the diredion d Satan.

When people put thoughtsin ou minds, it usually comes from words goken to us. People
donat put thoughtsin the minds of other people without the other person knawving or at lest having
sometype of previousknowledge. They may generatein ou minds by what we hea, see fed, taste,
or touch. But they are not injeded dredly from one person to ancther person withou the help of
angels or demonic spirits.

Satan doeshave an operationcdled “mind control,” whereby apersonreceveshispower to
control another persons mind by thoughts put into that persons mind. But, this does not happen
between two people withou the help of demonic spirits.

One of the main ways Satan uses people to get thoughts in ather people’ s minds, isto get
someone to speak words that another person heas with their eas. When one person tell s another
person something that is not true, “it isalie.” All li es have their sourcein the demonic spiritual
redm (John 844h). Some demon put the thought in a person’s mind, and they went out and told
others.

Many times, it’ snot necessary to be aspokenword, bu instead awritten word. When people
change what the Word of Godsaid, that isawork of Satan using someone’ s mindto write whatever
they wrote.

A littl e side note here: Who doyou think had someone take 1 John 57 ou of many of the
newer trandlations? 1 John 57 says*“ For thereare threethat bear record in heaven, the Father,
the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and thesethree are one.” Who doyou think had someone take
half of verse 3andall of verse 4 ou of John 52 Verses 3 & 4 say,

Intheselay a geat multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, waiting for the

moving o the water.

For an angel went down at a certain season into the poad, and troubled the water:

whosoever then first after the troubling of the water stepped in was made whole of

whatsoever disease he had.
Who doyou think had someone take out verse 11 from Matthew Chapter 18? Verse 11 says, “For

21



the Son of man iscometo save that which waslost.” Who doyou think had someone take verse
37 out of Acts 8? Verse 37 says, “ And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou
mayest. And he answered and said, | believethat Jesus Christ isthe Son of God.”

There ae many other verses taken ou of the newer trans ations, and many words changed
to changethemeaning of theoriginal *inspired manuscripts.” How many Christianstoday, whotruly
love the LORD, want Bibles that someone has taken ou these VERY IMPORTANT verses? My Bible
saysin Revelation 2218,19,

For | testify unto every man that heareth thewor dsof the prophecy of thisbook, I f any

man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plaguesthat are written

in thisbook:

And if any man shall takeaway from thewor dsof thebook of thisprophecy, God shall

take away his part out of thebook of life, and out of the holy city, and from thethings

which are written in thisbook.
It could be that what is written here in Revelation could apply to the mmplete Bible, na just the
bookof Revelation.l wouldn't want to wait until | stand beforethe LORD onthat last day, andfind
out that it did apply to the whole Bible. Here is wisdom, stay with the whole complete Bible from
Genesis through Revelation, making sure what you kelieve agrees with that which the Holy Spirit
inspired in the beginning.

Let meinjed thisexample: A brother inthe LORD, who hesnow goneto bewith Jesus, said:
The LORD appeaed to hm one evening after a meding he had attended. In the meding others
dedded that a cetain Pastor, which he knew, was wrong in what he did. In short, when the LORD
appeaed to this brother that evening, He said, “ in so much asyou dd na disagreewith them, you
areasquilty astheyare.”

It's a serious thing “to Not believe the Truth” from the Scriptures that were & one time
inspired by the Holy Spirit. It'sjust as srious athing to believe what others sy, andfind ou it is
not what the Holy Spirit inspired in the beginning.

Yes, the personis to bame for “not getting” their information from the Holy Spirit, bu
rather from ancother spirit. This happened to Peter in Matthew 16:21,22.When Jesus oke to His
disciplesabou Hisupcoming deah andresurredion, it says, “ Then Peter took him, and began to
rebuke him, saying, Beit far from thee Lord: this dall not beunto thee” That thought came
from Satan, and therefore, Jesus* turned and said unto Peter, Get theebehind me, Satan: thou
art an offenceunto me: for thou savourest not the thingsthat be of God, but those that be of
men” (Matt. 1623). A simil ar situation heppened with Jamesand Johnin Luke 9:54.1t says, “ And
when hisdisciples James and John saw this, they said, Lord, wilt thou that we cmmand fire
to come down from heaven, and consume them, even as Elias did?” Thenit tellsus, “But he
turned, and rebuked them, and said, Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of.” The
thought came from the demonic spirit redm, and Jesus rebuked His disciples for spe&ing the
thought out of their mouth. Thewordsthey spoke cane from the thoughtsthat the spiritsput in their
minds.

Here' s wisdom: The thoughts that come to your mind do nd condemn youl. It’s the words
that come out of your mouth from your heat that condemnsyou (Prov. 423, Matt. 1519,20,Mark
7:21). Therefore, rged all thoughtsthat do nd agreewith thewritten Word of God, nomatter where
they come from (2 Cor. 105).
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A PHY SICAL BODY

In Genesis 2:7 it says, “ And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground...”
Man’s body wasformed of the dust of the ground.That was the beginning of mankind onthiseath.

Let’s go badk to seewherethisdust of the groundcame from. In Genesis 1:2 it says, “ And
the earth was without form, and void; and darknesswas upon the face of the degp. And the
Spirit of God moved upon the faceof the waters.” The dust of the groundcame from the eath,
whichwas “without form, and void” before man wasformed. In ather words, if we study Genesis
1:2 we would understand, it was at that time in a @ndtion d worthlessness It contained many
elements, mineras, etc. but in form it was worthless

The physicd body of man wasformed, o worthlessmaterial (which, sometimein thefuture
will be burned upwith fire (2 Peter 3:10)). The body of man was nat perfed in the day that it was
formed by the LORD God. Even though, God looking at what He had creaed said, “it was very
goad” (Gen. 1:30). It was very goodin the way that the LORD God hed formed it, for the purpose
Heformed it. But, understand, the LORD already knew it wastemporal, and we would have anew
body for al eternity (Gen. 319, 1Cor. 1544).

In 1 Corinthians 15:34 it says, “ 1t is ©wn in dishonour; itisraised in glory: itis ownin
weakness itisraised in power.” God hed aplan for man right from the beginning, andit included
that man would become like “Jesus,” the Son d God; who kecame Man, so that we muld become
like Him. God s plan was nat that man shoud live forever “onthiseath.” God has foreknowledge
of all things, and reveds His foreknowledge in His written Word.

Noticein Genesis 2:9, it says, “And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow
every treethat is pleasant to the sight, and goad for food; thetree of life also in the midst of
thegarden, and thetreeof knowledgeof goad and evil.” Notice “ The Treeof Life” wasalready
in the garden when the LORD God daced man in the garden. What isthe purpase of “ The Tree of
Life’ ?Itis s that man could have (future tense) “eternal life with Godin Christ Jesus.” For Adam
and Eveto olktain “eternal life with God in Christ Jesus’ they would need to ea of “ The Tree of
Life”

Youwill natice after man ate of the treeof knowledge of goodandevil, it saysin Genesis
3:24," So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims,
and aflaming swor d which turned every way,tokeep theway of thetreeof life.” God preserved
“theway o thetreeof life” until after the pricewaspaid for thesinsof mankind.Eventhough, “the
Lamb was dain from the foundation of theworld” (Rev. 138).

God knew the physicd body of man, which the LORD God formed from the dust of the
groundwould become mortal after man sinned in the garden of Eden. God krew manwould sinin
the garden of Eden before He aeaed man. Therefore, by the wisdom of God, “the Lamb was dain
from the foundation of theworld” (Rev. 138).

God had aplan for man from the foundition o theworld and Satan could na change God' s
plan, nomatter what the devil did. Beforethe LORD God formed man from the dust of the ground,
and breahed into his nostril sthe breah of life, the names of al whowould recave Jesus Christ and
inherit eternd life, were drealy written in the book d life (Rev. 17:8).

Godiseternal, from eternity to eternity, and Hisknowledgeisbeyondall comprehension.No
mind can totaly understand the vastness and completeness of the knowledge of God. By the
knowledge of God, He prepared the heavens and the eath for His glory! In preparing the future,
before the foundation d thisworld, Godincluded eternal life for all whowill receve and oley the
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LORD Jesus Christ.

Satan, who was in the beginning perfed in the day that he was creded sinned and lost his
pasition as the anointed cherub. In Ezekiel 28:14,15it tellsus,

Thou art theanointed cherub that covereth; and | have set theeso: thou wast upon the

holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in themidst of the stonesof fire.

Thou wast perfed in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till i niquity was

found in thee
Satan was perfed in the day that he was creaed, urtil iniquity was foundin him. He started in
perfedion, and ended upin corruption.

Manwas“withou sin” intheday that hewas creaed, bu man wasnat perfed in theday that
the LORD God formed him from the dust of the ground.God hed a better plan for man, to become
perfed “in Christ Jesus.”

This perfedion d man included that man would receve aglorified bod/ which would
beammeapart of “the body of Christ,” “in Christ.” Thereforeit included that man would also have
aspiritual body, which comes after the natural body. In 1 Corinthians 15:43,44it says,

It is sown in dishonour; it israised in glory: it is wn in weakness it israised in

power:

It is sown a natural body; it israised a spiritual body. Thereis a natural body, and

thereisa spiritual body.

The devil started in perfedion and ended upin corruption, and dshona. Man started in
corruption and thase who receive the LORD and are born again o the Spirit, will end upin
perfedion,“in Christ Jesus.”

Satan wasgiventheoppatunity toliveforever in the presenceof God.By Hisown choasing,
hewent from glory to dshona. Man wasgiven an oppatunity to go fromdishona toglory in Christ
Jesus, by eding of “TheTreeof Life,” andliveforever. The cdhoicewastherein thegarden of Eden
before Adam and Eve sinned and ate of the treeof knowledge of goodand evil.

God had awonderful plan, even from thefoundition o theworld, for every personwhowill
recaveHis Son," Jesus Christ,” as LORD and Savior. For everyone whowill believe onthe LORD
Jesus Christ and oley Him. It isaperfed plan, andit leadsto perfedion o “body, soul, and spirit.”
In 1 ThessAlonians 5:23it says, “ And thevery God of peacesanctify you wholly; and | pray God
your wholespirit and soul and body bepreserved blamelessuntothe coming of our L ord Jesus
Christ.” LookWhois going to dothis? It says, “the very God of peacesanctify you whally...”

No one can make better plansthan God Himself. No matter what Satan daesor did, it cannat
prevent any individual from obtaining the perfed plan of Godintheir life. Godisnot arespeder of
persons, and nomatter what Satan dd, a Adam did, o anyone dsedid, “Youand| have the same
oppatunity that Adam had in the beginning.” We dl can chooseto ed of “The Treeof Life” and
liveforever.... This physicd body isonly temporal, bu our lifein Christ Jesusis eternal.

While we ae still oneath in thistemporal body of flesh and bores, it is our resporsibility
to“ present your bodiesaliving sacrifice holy, acceptableunto God, which isyour reasonable
service’ (Rom. 121). God hes provided, through the Cross the body and Hdood d Jesus Christ, to
preservethisphysicd body until we go to bewith Jesus... It isour resporsibility to live by the Word
of Godandreceve dl the benefits of our redemption and inheritancein Christ Jesus. Our physicd
bodeswereincluded in “redemption.”
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The Spirit of Man

A general overview of The Spirit of Man

Very few Christians understand the operation d the spirit of man, therefore, they are eaily
deceved into operating from their mind and nd their spirit. The spirit of man has three main
operations or functions. The mnscience, the intuition, and communion with God.

The consciencediscerns between right and wrong. It operates sparately from the soul, and
isnat controlled by the soul (although we can sever our conscienceto the degreethat we override
itsfunctionin ou lives). Asan example, some people who have engaged in steding over and ower,
have severed their conscienceto the degreethat it does not warn them of the wrong they are doing.
The same with murder and ather crimes. The conscienceis independent of the soul. Therefore, it
readsto what the soul doesregardlessof what wethinkin ou mind.Our mind can say onething and
our conscience can aert ustotally in adifferent diredion. Everyone has a consciencewhen they are
borninto thisworld. It isapart of the human spirit.

Ancther part of thehuman spirit isintuition,aknowing withou any previousthought or idea
It comesin aninstant of time, and it is always positive insomuch that thereisno doulh that what is
known is truth. This knowing (intuition) operates from the spirit of man and nd from the soul, or
mind. It is instant knowledge that canna be explained as to hov we knew what we knew. It is
automatic and predse and aways acarate. We understand what we know, bu we caana explain
how we knew. Thisisa part of the way prophecy comesto us. Job 328 says, “ But thereisa spirit
in man: and the inspiration of the AlImighty giveth them understanding.”

Thethird pert of the human spirit iscommunicaionwith God. Our spirit doescommunicae
with God. Everything God dces in ou lives, He does it through our spirit. Every revelation we
recave from God comes through our spirit. We may think we receved it in o mind, bu it came
by way of our spirit. Our spirit can pray to Godfor us (1 Cor. 14:14). Thisisvery evident in Spirit
fill ed Christians, the tongues (glossa) comes from our spirit, na our soul or mind. In 1 Corinthians
14:14,Paul said,“ For if | prayin an unknowntongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understanding
is unfruitful.” 1t's nat his ul that is praying, but his irit does the praying. His irit is
communicaing with God. It saysin 1 Corinthians 14:2, “For he that speaketh in an unknown
tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man understandeth him; howbeit in the
spirit he speaketh mysteries.” Thisistotally an operation d the spirit of man, and nd of the mind
or soul.

In the Beginning

If youwill naticein Genesis 2:7, the spirit of manisnot mentioned. Only the physicd body
andtheliving soul. Yet, in Job 328t tellsus edficdly, “But thereisa spirit in man: and the
inspiration of the Almighty giveth them understanding.” For thosewho have not goneto schod,
they may not understand this, but for anyone who hes gone beyond third-grade, when it says “in
man,” that meansthat the spirit and the man aretwo dff erent things. The spirit isnot man, andthe
manisnot the spirit. The spirit of manis“in man”...InZedariah 121it says, “ Theburden of the
word of theLORD for Israe, saith the LORD, which stretcheth forth the heavens, and layeth
thefoundation of the earth, and formeth thespirit of man within him.” Again, it saysthe LORD
“formeth the spirit of man within him.”

In Isaiah 425 it says, “ Thus saith God the LORD, he that created the heavens, and
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stretched them out; hethat spread forth the erth, and that which cometh out of it; he that
giveth breath unto the people upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein.” Noticethe words
“people” and*” spirit” are used in the same statement, indicating that the people andthe spirit are not
the same thing.

Now look at something abou the person and the spirit in the following verses:

Ezekiel 11:19ANd | will givethem oneheart, and | will put anew spirit within you; and

| will takethe stony heart out of their flesh, and will givethem an heart of flesh:

Ezekiel 36:26 A new heart also will | giveyou, and a new spirit will 1 put within you:

and | will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and | will giveyou an heart of

flesh.
In bath of these verses, the LORD isgoing to pu “a new spirit in man.” If He' sgoing to pu anew
spirit within man, then man is not the spirit, bu the spirit is“in man.”

The purposefor God ptiting aspirit in man is  that God hes a part in man, where He can
communicae and dred man totally and completely withou depending upon man. God is not
dependant uponman, man isdependant uponGod. God operatesin ead individual from their spirit,
which He placel in man.

Proverbs 20:27 says, “ The spirit of man isthe @andle of the LORD, searching dl the
inward partsof thebelly.” God wsesthe spirit of manto guide and dred man’slife. Heusesman’'s
spirit to give man understanding by the inspiration o His Spirit within man (Job 328). Prophecy
comes from man’s irit, na his oul and nd his head, bu from the spirit of man within him. Job
32:18-22 says,

For | am full of matter, the spirit within me @nstraineth me.

Behold, my belly isaswine which hath no vent; it isready to burst like new bottles.

I will speak, that | may be refreshed: | will open my lipsand answer.

Let menot, | pray you, accept any man's person, neither let me give flattering titles

unto man.

For | know not to gveflatteringtitles; in sodoing my maker would soon takemeaway.
Thisistrue prophegy. It comesfrom the spirit of man, nd from themind a the soul. It comes by the
will of the Holy Spirit, as the Spirit wills, na by the will of man (1 Cor. 12:11). It comes by
inspiration, nat by intelledual knowledge, reasoning, leaning, or imagination. Prophecy is of God
not of man. See &so 1 Corinthians 12:7-11. The Holy Spirit caused the Old Testament Scriptures
to be written by “inspiration” from the spirit of man (2 Tim. 3:16, 2Peter 1:20,21).

Hereiswisdom: Man's girit was nat dead to God in the Old Testament times. It was dlive
unto God from before sin entered into man and continued to be dive unto God ever since Man's
spirit did na become dead to God when Adam and Eve sinned in the garden of Eden.

Noticeasoin Ezekiel 36:26it says, “A new heart also will | giveyou, and a new spirit
will 1 put within you...” Godisnat ignorant when it comesto grammar. He used the word “ spirit”
and the word “heat” in the same statement. That means the spirit of man and the heat of man are
not the same thing. The spirit of man is one thing and the heat of man is ancther thing. We need
wisdom from God when we study the Scriptures, the wisdom of men will only confuse us, but with
God thereis no confusion. When God spe&ks, He speaks wisdom and truth and thereisnolie.

Lookat thewonderful wisdom and knowvledge of Godin Ezekiel 36:27.1t says, “And | will
put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall kegp my
judgments, and do them.” Now we know that there is a spirit in man, there dways was from the
beginning. But, God dd na dwell “in” the spirit of man in the Old Testament times. God could na
dwell “in man,” becaise man “was flesh.” So God gave man a spirit in the beginning so He @muld
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give man uncerstanding by the inspiration d the Holy Spirit from man’s irit (Job 328, 2Tim.
3:16, 2Peter 1:20,21).

Until JesusbecaneMan, and paid the pricefor our redemption,andcleansed usfromall sin,
God could na dwell “inman.” In John 738,39it says,

Hethat believeth on me, asthe scripture hath said, out of hisbelly shall flow rivers of

living water.

(But this gake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receve: for the

Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesuswas not yet glorified.)

God could na put His Holy Spirit in man urtil after Jesus was glorified. Jesus sid in John 167,
“Neverthelessl tell you thetruth; It isexpedient for you that | go avay: for if | gonot away,
the Comforter will not come unto you; but if | depart, | will send him unto you.”

After Jesus arose aggain from the dead, He sent the Holy Spirit to reside “in man.” But, first,
you will naticethe disciples had to be born again (recave anew spirit) before God could pu His
Holy Spirit in them (John 36,7, 1417, 2022, Acts 1:4,5,8.

God had a wonderful plan from the founction d the world, which included His Son
beaming as Man so man could become true diildren of God “in Christ.” First, God' s Son hed to
beame man, through thevirgin birth (Luke 1:35). Then, orceJesus becane “thefirst born from the
deal” al thase who would receve Him could become “born again” of the Spirit, and become “in
Him.” Once again; Jesus had to first become Man, before we could become “children of God,” “in
Him.” God was “with man,” but not “in man” before Jesus arose ayain from the dead.

Throughthisplan, “from thefoundation of theworld,” Satan was defeaed and can never
again stand before the throne of God in Heaven. But, “as children of God,” we can spend eternity
with God, and praise and worship God before His throne forever and ever (Rev. 5:11-14). What
Satan lost, we gained... Praise the LORD!

Therewas nothing wrong with the spirit that God gave man in thebeginning. It served God' s
purpose for the time from Adam until ead individual becomes born again of the Spirit (John 36).
Y et, God readed “a new spirit” in man, for Him to dwell in. Simil ar to what Jesus sad in Matthew
9:17, “Neither do men put new wine into dd bottles: else the bottles break, and the wine
runneth out, and the bottles perish: but they put new wine into new bottles, and both are
preserved.”

The spirit that was in man from the beginning was nat the Spirit that God hed planned for
thosewho are “new creauresin Christ.” Our new spirit isjoined “One Spirit with the LORD!” To
be joined “One Spirit with the LORD, we had to “come out of Adam andinto Christ.” We had to
be trandated from the powers of darknessinto the kingdom of God' s Son (Col. 1:13).

Christ was not yet glorified when Adam was creaed, therefore aspirit wasin man, bu then
had to be replacead with anew spirit to dwell “in Christ.” It's Smple, too simple for most people to
understand.

Remember what Jesus saidin John 738, out of hisbelly shall flow riversof livingwater.”
The spirit of manisin hisbelly, na hishead, nd hismind,and nd hisheat. Christianswill aways
have problems knowing “what is of God’ and “what is of man” until they know the difference
between their mind (which isin their head), and their spirit (which isin their belly).
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JESUS
Thefirstborn from the dead

“Jesus’ was the “firstborn” from the deal. The Scripture says, “For whom he did
foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to theimage of his Son, that he might be
thefirstborn among many brethren” (Rom. 8:29). Therefore, Jesuswas* thefirstborn fromthe
dead” when the Spirit of God raised Him from the dead. Romans 6:9 says, “Knowing that Christ
beingraised from thedead dieth nomore; death hath nomore dominion over him.” Revelation
1.5 says, “And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness and the first begatten of the
dead...” Revelation 118 says, “|I am hethat liveth, and was dead; and, behold, | am alive for
evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.” Colosdans 1:15 says, “W ho isthe
image of theinvisible God, thefirstborn of every creature.”

Jesus Christ is* the Second man,” Heis*thefirstbornfromthedead.” Romans8:11says,
“But if theSpirit of him that raised up Jesusfrom thedead (nekos) dwell i n you, hethat raised
up Christ from the dead (nekos) shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that
dwelleth in you.” TheHoly Spirit “raised up Christ from thedead (nekos).” The name Jesusand
the name Christ pertain to the same Personin thisverse. It was Jesus Christ that Godraised from the
dedad.

What doesit mean by “raised up Jesusfrom thedead (nekos)?” ThisEnglishword “dead”
in our Bibles comes from the Greek word “nekos,” meaning “a corpse.” In 1 Peter 3:18, Peter is
talking abou the samething as Paul istalking abou in Romans 8:11,saying “ For Christ also hath
oncesuffered for sins, thejust for theunjust, that hemight bringusto God, being put to death
(thanatoo) in theflesh, but quickened by the Spirit:” Inthe Greek theword used in thisversefor
deah is“thanatoo,” meaning “to kill .”

Therefore, the deah of Jesusisthat “Hewaskill ed,” andHisbody becane “a orpse.” They
took Hisdead body and laid it in atomb. But what happened to Jesus, Himself?

Jesus Himself wasaman, “a living soul.” Manis*“a living soul.” Man was creaed aliving
soul inthebeginning (Gen. 27, 1Cor. 1545). A living soul never ceaesto “exist.” Jesus continued
toexist as“a living soul.” Jesus’ soul went downto hell. InPsalm 16:10it says, “ For thou wilt not
leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thineHoly Oneto see orr uption.” Jesus “living
soul” went downinto hell “with ou sinsandiniquitieslaid uponHim.” In 2Corinthians5:21it says,
“For he (God) hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the
righteousnessof God in him.” But God dd na permit Him to stay in hell. The Spirit of Godraised
Jesus “a living soul” from deah and hell.

Unlesswe understand that man is “a living soul,” in a body of flesh, and having a spirit
within him, wewill not understandthe Scripturesconcerning Jesus' life, deah,andresurredion.We
also will not understand ou new birth “in Christ.”

When Jesus' physicd body was put to deah (waskill ed, becane a orpse, and they laid it
in atomb), His“living soul” (which could na cease to exist) went down into hell. God hed given
HisWordinPsam 16:10and“ God cannot not lie:” Therefore, the Spirit of God raised Jesusagain
from the dead. He is now “thefirstborn from the dead.” He was dead and naw Heis alive. His
body becane a orpse, with no plysicd lifeinit. Yet, His“living soul” continued to exist, “it cannat
and will not ceaeto exist.” “For the giftsand calling of God are without repentance’ (Rom.
11:29).

JesuswasaMan, ban of awoman. AsaMan, Heis“a living soul” that would never ceae

28



to exist. Jesusdied onthe Cross Before Hedied, it says, “ And when Jesus had cried with aloud
voice hesaid, Father, into thy hands | commend my spirit: and having said thus, he gave up
theghost.” (Luke23:46). Jesus Spirit (ghost) went badk to God, its maker. Ecdesiastes 12:7 says,
“Then shall the dust return to the erth asit was: and the spirit shall return unto God who
gaweit.”

Did Jesus Spirit die? No. His Spirit went badk to HisFather in Heaven. When Jesus’ “living
soul” left Hisbody Hewas dedared “dead.” Hebrews 2:9 says, “ But we seeJesus, who was made
alittlelower than the angelsfor the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that
heby thegraceof God should tastedeath for every man.” Jesustook ou “eternal deah” that had
passd upon & in the garden of Eden uponHimself, that we could have dernd life “in Him.” Our
eternal deah was swallowed upin victory, when Jesus Christ arose ajain from the dead. See 1
Corinthians 15:55-57.

Living souls never cease to exist. The soul of man is a gift from God, it will always exist
somewhere. Jesus' soul |eft Hisbody andwent down into thelower parts (hell). But, Jesus’ soul was
not left in hell, for the Spirit God raised Him (His living soul and bod/) from hell and ceah.

If Christianswould believethe Word of God, instead of thewords of men, they would know
the Truth andthe Truth will set them fred Jesus sidin John 1011,“1 am thegoad shepherd: the
goad shepherd giveth hislife (psuche; living soul) for the shegp.” When Jesus died onthe Cross
He gave hisliving soul for youandl. In John 1017,18,Jesus said,

Therefore doth my Father loveme, becausel lay down my life (psuche; living soul), that

| might takeit agan.

No man taketh it from me, but | lay it down of myself. | have powertolayit down, and

| have power to take it agan. Thiscommandment have | received of my Father.

Man was creded “a living soul” and when Jesus cameinto thisworld, ban of awoman, He becane
Man, “a living sou” with aphysicd body, anda Spirit from God. Therewasa Spirit in Jesus, it was
the same Spirit He dways had asthe Son d God.When He died onthe Cross Jesus snt that same
Spirit badk to God, and His “living soul” went down into hell.

Jesus went into the lower partsto redean usfrom sin and deah, and overcome dl theworks
of the devil for us. Hewas our substitute. Hedid it for us! Hebrews 2:9 tellsus, “ But we seeJesus,
whowasmadealittlelower than theangelsfor thesuffering of death, crowned with glory and
honour; that he by the graceof God should taste death for every man.”

Hebrews 2:14 says, “ Forasmuch then asthe dildren are partakersof flesh and blood,
he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that
had the power of death, that is, the devil.” AsaMan, the Son d Man, “Jesus (aliving soul),”
defeaed Satan. He made an open show of Satan before dl thedemonsin hell. Colosgans 2:15says,
“And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing
over them in it.” Jesustookthe keys of deah and hell from Satan. In Revelation 1:18, Jesus said,
“I am hethat liveth, and wasdead; and, behold, | am alivefor evermore, Amen; and havethe
keys of hell and of death.” Then, the Spirit of God arose Him again from the dead, and Jesus
becane“thefirstborn from the dead.”

Because of what Jesus did for us (asaliving soul), it says,

And being found in fashion asa man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto

death, even the death of the cross

Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above

every name:

That at the name of Jesus every kneeshould bow, of thingsin heaven, and thingsin
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earth, and things under the erth;

And that every tongue should confessthat JesusChrist isLord, totheglory of God the

Father (Phil. 228-11).

Itisnot the name “Christ” that is exalted above every name. It isthe name “Jesus’ (aMan; aliving
soul) that is exalted above erery name. It was Jesus, (aMan, aliving soul) that defeaed Satan for
us. Therefore, because that He died and naw livesforevermore; in the new birth, we aeborn again
of the Spirit into the body of “thefirstborn from the dead,” which is Christ.

Heisthe Captain of our salvation, He isthe Heal of the body, and we ae members of His
body in perticular. We ae “in Him” and Heis“in us.” We ae One Spirit with the LORD!

Wearestill a“livingsoul,” inthebody of Christ, anew creaurein Him. A living soul isnat
“fleshand Hood A living soul is of aspiritual substance, na physicd. Therefore, “that which is
born of the Spirit is Pirit”...it isnot flesh. “ That which isborn of theflesh isflesh” (John 36).

Thaose who canna understand what is written above, canna understand spiritua things. 1
Corinthians 2:14 says, “ But the natural man receveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for
they are fodishness unto him: neither can he know them, becuse they are spiritually
discemed.” Verse 10 says, “But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit
searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.”

For those who are born again, God hes finished the first part of our new Credurein Christ,
He has trandlated us from “the flesh of Adam” into “the Spirit of Christ.” Now, thereis gill more
to be dore, “For this corr uptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on
immortality” (1 Cor. 1553). Hebrews. 28,9 tells us, “But now we seenot yet all things put
under him....But we seeJesus, whowasmadealittlelower than theangelsfor the suffering of
death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for
every man.”

God is nat through with us yet, bu He has dedared the end from the beginning of the
founcition of theworld. Our nameswere “written in thebook of lifefrom thefoundation of the
world” (Rev. 17:8). We have dernal lifein Christ Jesus, and this eterna life will never end.

Adam did na have d@ernal lifein Christ Jesus. Hedidn't ea of the Treeof Life. When we
were born again of the Spirit, wereceved eternal lifein Christ Jesus. We have what Adam did na
have. It'soursto keep, if we “Fight the goad fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto
thou art also called, and hast professed a god professon before many witnesses’ (1 Tim 6:12).
Asit saysin 1Corinthians 15:49,“ And aswe have bornetheimage of the erthy, we shall also
bear the image of the heavenly.” Did you ndiceit says “we shall also bear the image of the
heavenly” ? “We shall,” is future tense. It may not look like we dl bea the image of the heavenly
now, but in the times to come we will bea the image of the heavenly. The image of the flesh is
“mortality, corruption, sin, etc.” Theimage of the heavenly is “righteousness hdy, etc.”

1) When we were born again of the Spirit, we were trandated from the flesh to the Spirit

(Rom. 89, Cal. 1:13).

2) We went from being under the authority of the god d this world to the aithority of the

God d al credion (2 Cor. 5:17).

3) Wemoved upfrom being an eathly creaureto aheavenly creaurein Christ (John 1716).

4) We were alopted by Godthe Father from thisworld into His heavenly family (Eph. 1:4).

5) We've gone from slavery in Adam to Priests and kingsin Christ Jesus (Rev. 1:6).

6) Wewent from living acarding to the flesh, to living by every Word that proceeds out of

the mouth of God (Matt. 4:4).

There shoud be atotal change in the way welive. Just asthe Bible talks abou a changein
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the Priesthoodin Hebrews 7:11-28). Our eternal lifeisan asuuranceof a dhangein theway welive.
Weshoud nolonger live by the natural means, li kethose of thisworld. We shoud live by awitness
in ouwr spirit, the Holy Spirit beaing witnesswith ou spirit. We shoud aso live by every Word that
procealed ou of the mouth of God.

We can start living our new life in Christ Jesus by living by the Words gpoken by Jesus
Himself. We shoud never stop living by the Words poken by Jesus Himself.

Jesusisthe Word of God manifested in theflesh (John 11,2,14. Jesus said, “ If thou canst
believe, all things are possbleto him that believeth” (Mark 9:23). We shoud live by believing
every Word that was goken by Jesus, “the Living Word of God.”

In John 446 it tell s us, there cane to Jesus “a certain nobleman, whose son was sck at
Capernaum.” In John 450 “J esus saith unto him, Go thy way; thy son liveth. And the man
believed theword that Jesus had spoken unto him, and hewent hisway.” Thisishow welive
in the kingdom of God. Simply, withou doult in ou heat, BELIEVE THE WORD OF GoD! It does
not haveto agreewith our mind, ou thinking, our reasoning, or our imagination. The Word o God
isabove everything that is creaed. Everything that is creaed was creaed by “the Word of God.”
Everything that exists is subjed to the Word of God. It tells us, “In the beginning was the
Word...All thingsweremadeby him; and without him wasnot any thingmadethat wasmade”
(John 11,3.

Badk to John 451 spe&king of thenoldeman, it says, “ And ashewasnow going down, his
servantsmet him, and told him, saying, Thy son liveth.” The nodeman “believel the Word that
Jesus had spoken,” and his onlived. Verses 52,53sum it all up by saying,

Then enquired he of them the hour when he began to amend. And they said unto him,

Yesterday a the seventh hour the fever left him.

Sothefather knew that it wasat the samehour, in thewhich Jesus sid unto him, Thy

son liveth: and himself believed, and hiswhole house.

The nodeman “beli eved the Words Jesus had spoken,” and a mirade happened, his onlived!

Lifein the Spirit of Christ shoud be alife of supernatural mirades. Beli eve the Words that
God spoke andit shall cometo pass We shoud live, “not by bread done, but by evey Word that
proceeaded out of the mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4).

Christians must learn to believe the Word of God and nd the drcumstances, na what they
hea with their eas or seewith their eyes. In the spiritual redm, the Word of God is the Highest
Authority over all creaion. Nothing can stand against the Word of God. Jesusisthe Word o God,
and His nameis above every name (Phil. 29,10.

JesusandtheWord of Godare One. John 11 spe&king of Jesus sys, “ I n thebeginningwas
the Word, and theWord waswith God, and theWord wasGod.” All whoarein Christ are One
(John17:21). AstheWord of Godworked for Jesus, sowill it work for any Christian who keli eves.
Believethe Word of Godabove and beyondall circumstances. Every circumstancemust bow to the
Word of God. Every creaure must bow to the name of Jesus.

Live by awitnessin your spirit by the Spirit of God beaing a witnesswith your spirit. In
Romans 8:161t says, “ The Spirit itself beareth witnesswith our spirit, that we are the dildren
of God.” Thisisonly the beginning of our “new lifein Christ.” God works from our spirit, na our
head. “ Out of our belly (our spirit) flows rivers of living water” (John 738).

Our walk in the Spirit is“a knowing,” coming from our spirit nat our mind. In our spirit we
know (nat by something we learned by study or experience). It’s an “instant knowing,” that comes
from our spirit, inspired by the Holy Spirit within us. It's something we know, withou any previous
knowledge. It’s instant, withou any previous thought. From our spirit, God imparts knowledge
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beyondany previousknowledge. AsJesus said, “out of hisbelly shall flow riversof living water”
(John 7.38).

When we aeled by the Holy Spirit that is how He leads us, from our spirit whichisin ou
belly. The more sensiti ve we become to the withessof the Spirit from our spirit, the more God can
use us. It'snot avoice, it’sawitnessin ou spirit, aknowing that had no pevious knowledge. It's
similar to aword o knowledge, or word of wisdom (1 Cor. 127-11). It'san operation d God, nd
of man. God, the Holy Spirit gives us awitnessin ou spirit and we know, without any previous
knowledge, whatsoever God desires for usto knaw.

Wemust learntheleading of the Holy Spirit fromwithin us, from our spirit. For the Scripture
says, “ For asmany as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God” (Rom. 8:14).
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A NEW CREATURE

We must nat let ourselves be misled in na knowing the diff erence between “ Creaed” and
“Born Again.” The word “creae” usually means “to cause to come into existence to bring into
being; to make; or originate.” When God creded things that do appea they were usualy creaed of
things that did nat previously exist in the natural (Heb. 113). When God creaed mankind, man
becanealiving soul. But, at that time no ore was born in the flesh. Everyone existed, bu the only
oneswhoappeaedin natural formwere Adam, andthen Evethe sameday. After that, when chil dren
werebornintothisworld, their soul joined with aphysicd body andthey became “born of theflesh.”
Their soul always existed in man, bu they were not born in the flesh urtil they were joined with a
body of their own. So, therefore, there is a diff erence between being creded and ban.

Our “first birth” was when we werefirst born of the flesh. Our seand brth, iswhenwe ae
born of the Spirit. Neither of these ae our beginning, they are only the changesthat take placein ou
lives as we recave that which God had planned for us from the foundition d the world.

When a personis“born again of the Spirit,” we ae “a new creature” in Christ Jesus, but
we are not “a new credion” as me tead. We have nat been “reaeaed,” only born again
“redeamed,” adopted by God into His heavenly family. We ae still the same living soul, bu we
changed pasitions, we went from the flesh of man to the Spirit of Christ.

Yet, thisis the eciting part, for 2 Corinthians 5:17 says, “ Therefore if any man bein
Christ, heisanew creature: old things are passed away; behold, all thingsare become new.”
Isn’'t thiswonderful, “a new creature...dl things are beame new.” Before we take one verse of
Scriptureandgo with it, we shoud consider al Scripture, from Genesisthrough Revelation. Notice
in the eowve verseit says, “ Therefore if any man bein Christ...” Look closdly, it says “ man be
in Christ...” That saysthat man and Christ aretwo dfferent things. The “man” is“in Christ.” Who
is“the man” and whois*“Christ”?

Now look at Romans 8:9, which says, “ But yeare not in theflesh, but in the Spirit, if so
be that the Spirit of God dwell in you” Then it says, “Now if any man have not the Spirit of
Christ, heis none of his.” This eliminates anyone who dces not have the Spirit of Christ, or we
could say, anyone who is not “in Christ” (2 Cor. 5:17). Therefore, acording the first part of
Romans 8:9, thosewhoarein Christ, “are not in theflesh, but in the Spirit...” If we aenat inthe
flesh, “but in the Spirit...” who are we? We ae not Christ, bu we ae “in Christ.” Also, we ae
not in Adam, “theflesh,” but we aein Chrigt, “the Spirit.”

Lookat Colosgans1:13,whichsays, “W hohath delivered usfromthepower of darkness
and hath translated usinto the kingdom of hisdear Son.” We have been “d élivered from the
power of darknessandtranslated into thekingdam of God sdear Son.” That still doesn’t say, who
arewe? We aenat the Son d God, bu we ae sonsof God*“in Christ” Jesus. Arewe Christ? No.
Then who are we?

Wearestill whowewerefrom the beginning, “a living soul” that has changed pasitions. We
wereintheflesh of Adamand nawv we aeinthe Spirit of Christ. In 1Corinthians 15:22it says, “ For
asin Adam all die,even soin Christ shall all bemadealive.” Weweredead in trespassesandsins
in Adam, bu now we ae dive andfreeof al sinsandiniquitiesin Christ Jesus. God hes trandlated
us “a living soul” from the powers of darknessinto the kingdom of His Dea Son.

Now let’s go badk to John 36, which says, “ That which isborn of theflesh isflesh; and
that which isborn of the Spirit is girit.” What was born o the flesh? It was the natural man of
theflesh, whenwewereborninto thisworld. Thiswasnot our beginningas“alivingsoul.” Wewere
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in Adam from the beginning. Wewere aeaed by theLORD Godin Genesis2:7, whenthefirst body
of man was formed from the dust of the ground.We were breahed into that body by the breah of
the LORD God.We eisted at that time, and have cntinued to exist ever sincethat time.

Thefirst time we gpeaed in ahuman body of our own iswhen we were born of the flesh.
When we were born of the flesh we took onthe nature of man. In ou case, individually, we were
born with sin and deah resident within us. Romans 5:12 says, “W herefore, as by one man sin
entered into theworld, and death by sin; and so death passd upon all men, for that all have
sinned.” Notice “death passed upon all men.” Sinand deah becaneresident within us. Wewere
borninsin...In Psalm 51.5 King David says, “Behold, | was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did
my mother concave me.” There was sn resident in ou flesh. Study Romans 7:19-23, it says,

For thegoad that | would | do not: but the evil which | would not, that | do.

Now if | do that | would not, it isno more | that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.

| find then alaw, that, when | would do godl, evil is present with me.

For | delight in thelaw of God after the inward man:

But | see another law in my members, warring aganst the law of my mind, and

bringing meinto captivity to the law of sin which isin my members.

Thelaw of sinisin ou flesh..sin bringsdeah. Sinand deah wereresident in uswhenwewereborn
into thisworld “born o the flesh.” Our physicd bodeswere mortal (deah residing in them, in the
processof dying) right from our birth “intheflesh.” Our mindswere wrrupted by sinright from the
time we were “born of the flesh.” Mortality and corruption were resident within us from our birth
“intheflesh.” In 1Corinthians 15:53it says, “ For thiscorr uptiblemust put on incorr uption, and
thismortal must put on immortality.”

What wasborn of theflesh? It was, “our natural body, with thelaw of sin and ceah resident
init.” We cane into this world with abody that had sin and deah resident in it. We were not the
body, wewerethe “living soul” that came dl theway from Adam until we becane man “spirit, soul,
and bod” ourselves, individualy.

Notice our birthinthefleshisnot the beginning of our lives. We dready had aliving soul
from the aedion d manin Genesis 2:7. Our birth in the flesh was only the beginning of our life &
an individual human being on this eath in abody of flesh and bores. At the same time, ou new
birth, “born o the Spirit” isnot the beginning of our life. It isonly the beginning of our new credure
in Christ “born of the Spirit.” We dready existed and had aliving soul from thetime of Genesis2:7.
Onehirth,“born o theflesh,” gaveusabody of flesh and bores. The New birthtook utsout of Adam
and “into Christ.”

At the time of our birth “in the flesh” we becane man, “born o the flesh.”

1) Bornin corruption (but planned by God to be raised in incorruption).

2) Bornin sin (but planned by Godto beraised in righteousness.

3) Born in mortality (but planned by God to be raised immortal).

“For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all” (Rom.
11:32). That we might be saved by gracethrough faith, that nore can boast (Eph. 28,9). “O the
depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his
judgments, and hisways past finding aut!” (Rom. 11:33).

What was born o the Spirit? In 1 Corinthians 15:44it says, “ 1t is own a natural body; it
israised aspiritual body. Thereisanatural body, and thereisa spiritual body.” Wewereborn
of the Spirit, into “ the spiritual body of Christ.” Our first birth was of the flesh, “in the flesh.” Our
new birthisof the Spirit “inthe Spirit of Christ.” Thefleshisfrom thefirst Adam. The Spirit isfrom
the Second Adam. It isvitally important to understand what Paul wrotein 1 Corinthians 15:45-49.
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The Holy Spirit inspired these writings for our understanding. It says,

And so it iswritten, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was

made a quickening spirit.

Howbeit that wasnot first which is giritual, but that which isnatural; and afterward

that which is giritual.

Thefirst man isof the erth, earthy: the second man isthe Lord from heaven.

Asisthe earthy, such are they alsothat are earthy: and asistheheavenly, such are they

also that are heavenly.

And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the

heavenly.
Most of the eror taught among Christians can be diminated by understanding the fifteenth Chapter
of 1 Corinthians. Thisis “the gospel” that Paul preadied. It is nat ancther Gospel, it is the same
Gospel that Jesuspreadied. If Christiansdoni t understandthis Gospel, how can they understandthe
Gospel Jesus preatied?

Our “lifeishid with Christ in God” (Col 3:3). We aenolonger in Adam but in Christ (1
Cor. 15:22). We ae born again “in Christ,” by the Spirit of God. Born o the Holy Spirit into the
Spirit of Christ. Yet, we ae still a “living soul,” we have been “delivered...from the power of
darkness and..trandlated ...into the kingdom of hisdear Son” (Col. 1:13). We ae still “we,”
we haven't changed, bu we ae “a New Creature in Christ.” We ae born again from abowe,
heaven is our home, eathisonly our tempora dwelli ng placeuntil we go to be with Jesus forever
and ever.
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LIVING IN THE SPIRIT

Being that the spirit of a Christian is anew spirit, which came down from heaven when we
were barn again o the Spirit, we need to pay attention to what the Word has to say abou our spirit
and spiritual things.

Being barn again of the Spirit, we aetrandated from the flesh into the Spirit “in Christ.” It
isimportant to understand the operation d God “from our Spirit.”

Before we were born again ou whale life was an operation d the soul, receving thoughts
in our minds from different sources (the flesh, the demonic redm and our spirit). But, being born
again, anew creaurein Christ, we must leanto hea from Godin ou new Spirit. God want’sto be
in control of what wedo.Hehasawill for our lives. Heisworkingin usto doHiswill . Phili ppians
2:13says, “ For itisGod which wor keth in you both towill and todo of hisgoad pleasure.” God
has a perfea will for ead individual that comes to Jesus and recaves Him as LORD and Savior. It
isthe desire of God that we recave dl our diredions from the Holy Spirit within us.

Thefirst thing aChristian shoud doisleanto li sten to theleading of the Spirit within them.
Inmy life, oncel was born again at the age of 45, within months | knew “within me” that | needed
to be baptized in the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in ather tongues. | didn't know
anyone personaly that spoke in tongues at thetime. So | started seaching for someone to help me,
that | might receve the baptism in the Holy Spirit.

It took me two yeas before | reaeived the baptism in the Holy Spirit with the evidence of
spe&ing in tongues. Now, knowving what | know, there is no reason for anyone whois born again
to haveto wait to recevethe baptism intheHoly Spirit. Godwill givethegift of theHoly Spirit with
the evidenceof spegingintonguesto anyonewhoisborn again at anytimethey so desiretorecave.

It'sso simple, if youtruly know within yourself that you are born again, just ask the Father
to baptize you in the Holy Spirit with the evidence of spe&king in tongues? If you kelieve in your
heat that Hewill, Hewill . It sthat simple. God sdesire for youto be baptized in the Holy Spirit is
greder than your desireto receve. Hiswill for youto receveisgreder than your desireto receve.

Onceyou are born again, your spirit isanew spirit that came down from heaven, “to dothe
will of God.” It was God swill t hat you beacome born again of the Word and the Spirit (John 644).
It was Godthat made youanew creaurein Christ (John 113). It wasthe LORD that cdled youand
ordained you that you shoud dothe same things He did (John 1516; 17:18; 14:12).

Your new spirit is joined One Spirit with the LORD (1 Cor. 6:17). The fulness of the
Godhea dwellsin you (Col. 2:9,10. God is working in you to will andto doHis good geasure
(Phil. 2:13). “ Your lifeishid with Christ in God” (Col. 3:3). “ The God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Chrigt,.. hath blessed (you) with all spiritual blessngsin heavenly placesin Christ” (Eph.
1:3). Your spirit, where God dvellsis perfed, for God canna have fell owship with the works of
darkness(2 Cor. 6:14-16). “ God islight, and in himisnodarknessat all” (1 John 15). Jesus sid,
“They are not of theworld, even as | am not of theworld” (John 1716).

Therefore, Colossans 3:1,2 says,

If yethen be risen with Christ, seek thosethingswhich are above, where Christ sitteth

on the right hand of God.

Set your affedion on things above, not on thingson the arth.

There is nathing in this world more important than those things which are @bove, where Christ sits
uponHisthrone. God “hath raised usup together, and made us st together in heavenly places
in Christ Jesus’ (Eph. 26).

Considering al that God hasdorefor usin Christ Jesus, weshoud desireto doHisWill, na
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our will . Aswerenew our mind onthe Word of God, by His Spirit workingwithin us, Hewill guide,
comfort, lead, tead, and help usin every areaof our lives. Thereisnathing too hard for the LORD
(Gen. 1814).

We are till i ntheworld, bu not of theworld... Therefore, Satanis gill working to prevent
usfrom doing thewill of Godwhilewe aestill herein ou eathly bodes. We must understandwhy
the LORD is keegping us here on eath, then puposein ou heat to doHiswill, na our will .

In 1John 215-17 we aetold,

Lovenot theworld, neither thethingsthat are in theworld. If any man lovetheworld,

thelove of the Father isnot in him.

For all that isin theworld, thelust of theflesh, and thelust of the e/es, and the pride

of life, isnot of the Father, but is of theworld.

And theworld passth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God

abideth for ever.

Satan will doeverything he canto kegp ou eyesupontheworld andthethings of thisworld. He will
do everything he can, to keg usfrom “walking after the Spirit.” Satan will do everything he can
to get usto “walk after the flesh.”

We are till aliving soul, and ou mindisin ou soul. Jesus sid in John 1224, “He that
loveth hislife (psuche) shall | oseit; and hethat hateth hislife (psuche) in thisworld shall keep
ituntolife(Zoe) eternal.” The Greek word “psuche” meansour soul li fe. Jesusisnot talking about
dyingphysicdly. Jesusistalking abou “denyingourselves,” that is, na listeningto ou natural mind,
but listening to “the Spirit of God within us.”

We must lean to deny the natural thinking and get our information from our spirit, where
Goddwellsin us. Somehavesaid it thisway, “lean to shut down your natural mind so youcan hea
from your spirit.”

Our natural mind still wantsto operate the way the world operates. Thowghts are cnstantly
coming to ou natural mind, “things to dg, things we want, things in the future, things in the past,
things in the present.” Our natural mindis like ahorse on aracetrad, runnng, and runnng, and
running; getting no where fast. Every time we want to get aone and pray or study the Word, ou
mind has many other things it wantsto do.lIt is constantly trying to get usto stop praying and stop
studying the Word. Thoughts kegy coming and coming, trying to get us to think on dher things,
other than praying and studying, and spending time done with God.

We must bring our minds under subjedion to the Spirit of Christ in us (2 Cor. 105). We
must take control of our natural mind and receve from our spirit that which God hesfor us. To be
led by the Spirit we must receve from the Spirit of Godwithin us. It'supto us, to listen to the Spirit
of Godwithin us. Godis nat going to forceusto listen.

Godisfor us, and nd against us (Rom. 8:31). God isworking in us to will andto doHis
goodpleasure (Phil. 213). It'supto us“ead oreindividualy,” to listen to ou spirit and hea from
God.In Revelation 27,the LORD said, “Hethat hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith
unto the dhurches...” Everyone whoisborn again o the Spirit “has an ea to hea what the Spirit
says.” That does not mean “listen for an audible voice” God may sped to some with an audible
voiceat times, bu that isnot normal for Christians. That isonly in extreme cases, that God speks
to someone with an audible voice Be avare, Satan also speaks with an audible voice d times. You
must know the diff erence between the voice of God and the voice of Satan.

Jesus said in John 7.38,“Hethat believeth on me, asthe scripture hath said, out of his
belly shall flow riversof livingwater.” Whatsoever the Holy Spirit speaksto us, it will comefrom
our spirit, whichisin ou belly. If we aetruly listening to the voice of God from our spirit, it will
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beadaily, constant flowing of the Word of God coming from our spirit. Jesus sid, “riversof living
water,” nat just alittl etrickle here, andalittl etricklethere, at times. It shoud be a onstant “leading
of the Holy Spirit” from our spirit.

In Jesus’ life, He said He never did anything unlessHe first heard from His Father. In John
5:30Jesus sid, “ 1 can of mineown self do nothing: as | hear, | judge...” In John 826 Jesus said,
“| speak to theworld those thingswhich | have heard of him.”

According to al that Jesustaught abou Himself, He madeit clea that He “walked after the
Spirit.” Towalk after the Spirit we must not let our mind control what we do; we must be ntrolled
by the Spirit of Godin us. To dothat, we must nat let what we seewith ou eyes and hea with ou
eas control what we do. The drcumstance aound s must not move us. We must put our faith in
Godandin HisWord and nd be moved by what happensaround s. One example of thisin thelife
of Jesusiswhen He caneto Hisdisciples, “walking on the sea” (Matt. 14:25). Man can walk on
water. But to doit, we must first “shut down ou natural mind and walk after our spirit.” Matthew
14:26 says, “when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is
aspirit; and they cried out for fear.” Fea isaspirit, andit isnat from God (2 Tim. 1:7). When
we let our natural mind have antrol, the spirits of this world will try to control what we think and
what we do. Jesus did na permit the spirits of thisworld to control what He was doing. He got the
ideaof walking onthe water from His Spirit (from His Father, Whowasin Him).

Look what happened to Peter at that time. “ Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be
thou, bid me comeuntotheeon thewater” (Matt. 14:28). Jesus said to Peter, Come, “ And when
Peter was come down out of the ship, hewalked on thewater, to goto Jesus.” Jesuswould nad
have told Peter to come if He hadn't first head from His Father. Peter, in obedience to Jesus,
“walked on thewater,” urtil “when hesaw thewind boisterous, hewasafraid” (Matt. 1429a).
The spirit of fea operating in the mind d Peter stopped him from walking on the water. Jesus
continued to walk after the Spirit, na letting His natural mind have ay control over Him as He
walked onthe water; therefore, Jesus was able to take Peter by the hand and help him into the ship.

Here' s another example of how Jesus did nothing until He first head from His Father. In
John8:3-11,"the scribesand Pharisees brought unto him awoman taken in adultery...” Jesus
did nat answer them acording to Hisnatural mind. Jesuswaited urtil Hehad head from HisFather.
After heaing from His Father, He said to them, “ He that iswithout sin among you, let him first
cast astone at her” (John 87). After they all | eft, “J esus said unto her, Neither do | condemn
thee go, and sin nomore” (John 811). In verses 14,15Jesus explained honv He judged, by saying,

Yejudge after theflesh; | judge no man.

And yet if | judge, my judgment istrue: for | am not alone, but | and the Father that

sent me.

Whenever Jesus head from His Father, what He head always agreed with the will of God from
Genesis through Revelation.

Jesus said of thase whowould follow Him, “My shee hear my voice and | know them,
and they follow me” (John 1027). Thisvoice Jesusis e&ing of isnot an audible voice It'sa
knowing, which comes from your spirit. Thoughts come to your mind from your spirit, empowered
by the Holy Spirit within you. It's a knowing, a pasitive Word from God. He gives diredion, by a
pasitive knowing from your spirit. Everything yourecavefrom the Holy Spirit is“positive,” and“a
knowing,” nat aquestion. The Holy Spirit speaks acarding to the Word of God, rever contrary to
the Word o God.

We must lean to deny ourselves and get our diredions from the Holy Spirit within us. He
dwellsin usto Lead, Guide, Comfort, Teat, and Help us. Those who are born again of the Spirit
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have* earstohear” what the Spirit hasto say... It' supto eadindividual, if they will hea what the
Spirit has to say?

We must understandthe operation d Godin ou spirit. There aethreepartsto man, “ spirit,
soul, and bod” (1 Thess 5:23). Godisinthe processof perfeding al threeparts of man. Whenwe
were barn again “of the Spirit” the processof perfedion kegan. We recaved a new spirit, which
came down from heaven.

In Ezekiel 11:19and 3626, God said, “a new (chadash) spirit will | put withinyou...” In
the Hebrew, the word “chadash” means “a new, fresh; anew thing.” It’s not aregenerated spirit as
sometead. It’s brand rew, came down from Heaven, where everything is perfed. This new spirit
is“alrealy perfeded” by God.In thisnew spirit within us, the full nessof the Godhead dwell s (Col.
2:9,10. The Father, the Son,and the Holy Spirit all dwell in our new spirit. In our new spirit we ae
seaed “together in heavenly placesin Christ Jesus’ (Eph. 26). In ou new spirit, “God and
Father of our Lord JesusChrist...hath blessed uswith all spiritual blesangsin heavenly places
in Christ” (Eph. 13).

We aewarned in Colosgans 2:8-10,

Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain decat, after thetradition

of men, after the rudiments of theworld, and not after Christ.

For in him dwelleth all the fulnessof the Godhead bodily.

And ye are completein him, which isthe head of all principality and power:

Theteadingsof men can easily lead usastray if we do nd understand spiritual things. God
has given us“a perfed spirit.” It wasin Christ Jesus before He was crucified and raised again from
the dead (Col. 211-12). In this new spirit, we ae born again of the Spirit and the Word. In 1 Peter
1:23it says, “Being born agan, not of corr uptible sead, but of incorr uptible, by the word of
God, which liveth and abideth for ever.” Thisisthe beginning of the fulfillm ent of Genesis 1:26.
This new spirit isin the likenessand image of God. God Himself dwellsin ou new spirit in His
fulness

Therearethosewhotead, “youmust train your spirit.” God rever told anyoneto“traintheir
spirit.” Youcannd train God. Godisin ou new creaed spirit, and Heis perfeding us from within
our spirit. We caana perfed ourselves. We can orly obey the Holy Spirit as He works in us and
through us to perfed us. Hebrews 13:20,21says,

Now the God of peace that brought agan from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great

shepherd of the shee, through the blood of the everlasting covenant,

Make you perfed in every goad work to do his will, working in you that which is

wellpleasing in his sght, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever.

Amen.

ItisGodthat isgoing to make us* perfed in every goad work to do hiswill, working in you that
which iswellpleasingin his sght...” In 1 Peter 5:10it says, “ But the God of all grace, who hath
called usunto hiseternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you
perfed, stablish, strengthen, settleyou.” Godwill “makeyou perfed...” What we could na do,
Godwill dofor us... working in usto will and doHis good deasure (Phil. 2:13).

What God told thase who are in Christ to dois two things, “present our bodies a living
sacrificeunto God” and “renew our mind,” that we ae no longer conformed to this world, bu
rather transformed by the renewing of our mind. It saysin Romans 12:1,2,

| beseedth you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies

aliving sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which isyour reasonable service

And be not conformed to thisworld: but be ye transformed by the renewing o your
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mind, that ye may prove what isthat goad, and acceptable, and perfed, will of God.
God did na say oneword abou what we shoud doabou our spirit. God hes aready perfeded ou
spirit... We aeto renew our mind (whichisapart of our soul) to beled by the Spirit from our new
creaed spirit within us.

In Romans 1:9, the gostle Paul said, “He serves God with his irit,” nat his mind. We
canna serve Godwith ou natural mind, bu we must bring our natural mind under subjediontothe
spirit. We caana walk after the Spirit by our natural mind. We must bring our mindinto subjedion
to the Word of God which isin ou spirit. In 2 Corinthians 10:5 we ae told how to bring our
thoughtsinto subjedionto Christ, who dvellsin ou new creaed spirit. If we aeto serve God, we
must do it with ou spirit.

In John 645, Jesus said, “ It iswritten in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of
God. Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath lear ned of the Father, cometh unto me.”
If we aeto betaught by God, we shoud find ou how God teades us? Isaiah 289-13 says,

Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine?

them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts.

For precept must beupon precept, precept upon precept; lineupon ling, lineupon line;

herealittle, and therealittle:

For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people.

Towhom hesaid, Thisisthe rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this

isthe refreshing: yet they would not hear.

But theword of theL ORD wasuntothem precept upon precept, precept upon precept;

lineupon ling, lineupon line; herealittle, and therealittle; that they might go, and fall

backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken.
When we stop trying to serve God with ou natural mind, and start praying in unknown tongues
(stammering lips), the Holy Spirit will t ead usknowledge. Hewill continuetotead usuntil we ae
broken of our own desires, and willi ng to submit to His leading.

We ned the “revelation” of whowe aein Christ, that we nolonger walk after theflesh bu
instead after the Spirit. We can get that “revelation” by spending time in the Word and praying in
unknown tongues. We caana come to the truth of the Word of God withou the help of the Holy
Spirit (1 Cor. 2:14).

In1John 227we aetold, “ The anointing which yehave receved of him abideth in you,
and ye nedl not that any man teach you: but asthe same anointing teacheth you of all things,
and istruth, and isnolie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abidein him.” When we
understand this, and then apply 1 Corinthians 14:2 to it, we will recave “revelation” of all things
which areneddful for our liveshereoneath. It tell susin 1Corinthians 14:2,“ For hethat speaketh
in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man understandeth him;
howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries.” The mysteries of God,and d whowe aein Christ
areonly reveded by the Holy Spirit aswe communicae with God by spe&ing in unknown tongues.

Hereiswisdom: Some Christians have said, “1 don't know what God wants me to dd'! “I
dorit know thewill of Godfor my life”! If anyonetruly wantsto know thewill of Godfor their life,
they will find ou by praying in unknown tongues. The Holy Spirit will help, guide, comfort, lea,
andtead them whil e they pray in unknown tongues. The key to knawing thewill of Godis praying
in unknown tongues.

When you pray in unknown tongues, it isnot youthat doesthe praying, it’ syour new creded
spirit within youthat doesthe praying. In 1Corinthians 14:14it says, “ For if | prayin an unknown
tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understanding isunfruitful.” I1t’snot your soul that prays, it’s
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your spirit that does the praying. Your spirit is joined One Spirit with the LORD. Your spirit is
drealy “perfeded by God.” When your spirit prays, it prays the perfea will of God for you. In
Romans 8:26,27it says,

Likewisethe Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray

for aswe ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercesson for uswith groaningswhich

cannot be uttered.

And hethat searcheth the hearts knoweth what isthe mind of the Spirit, because he

maketh intercesgon for the saints according to the will of God.

The Holy Spirit “in ou spirit,” helps usto pray the perfed will of Godfor usindividualy. We ae
not doing the praying, it isour spirit that does the praying, and the Holy Spirit within us helpsusto
pray. Can anyone mme up with a better way? No, God s perfed in everything He does, andHeis
for us not against us (Rom. 8:31).

Hereiswisdom: Just before Jesus went to the aoss he said in John 1412,“ Verily, verily,
| say unto you, Hethat believeth on me, theworksthat | do shall hedo aso; and greater works
than these shall hedo; because | gounto my Father.” What is Jesus talking about by “greater
works’ ?There aeno“greater works’ thanthosethat God deesHimself, by thepower of HisHoly
Spirit. When Christians pray in unknown tongues, they are yielding their tongues over to the Holy
Spirit to give them the utterance When they pray in unknown tongues, the Holy Spirit has free
courseto usetheir tonguesto doHiswill . When God swill i sdore, there aeno“greater works”
that can be dore.

When Jesus made that statement in John 1412, Hewas continuing what He had already said
in John 1410, “the words that | speak unto you | speak not of myself: but the Father that
dwelleth in me, hedoeth theworks.” It wasthe Father in Jesusthat did theworks. From that point
onJesus mentioned what iswritten in verse 12. Y et, He didn't stop there, He cntinued onthrough
verse 16, where He spoke of them recaving the baptism in the Holy Spirit with the evidence of
speking in tongues. Verse 12 wasonly “a part” of what Jesus said, it included verse 16, where He
said,“And | will praytheFather, and heshall giveyou another Comforter, that hemay abide
with you for ever”

TheHoly Spiritisinal thosewhoare baptized with the Holy Spirit. Heisin usto dothewill
of Godin ou lives. Heisthe Onewhowill dotheworks..." the greater works.” We, of ourselves
can do nahing (John 155). It'snot what we do. It'swhat the Holy Spirit does through us...

Praying in the Spirit is one way to serve God. We serve God with ou spirit as we deny
ourselves and ray in an unknavn tongue, asthe Spirit gives usthe utterance Thisis God s perfed
will for us as His children.

God s desireisthat we “beled by the Spirit” (Rom. 814). Romans 8.1 says, “ Thereis
therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the
flesh, but after the Spirit.” There can be no condemnationwhen we aeled by the Spirit of God...
Itisnat possble.... Condemnation comes when we walk after the flesh... Therefore, when we walk
after the Spirit, Romans 8:2 explains why there is no condemnation, saying, “ For the law of the
Spirit of lifein Christ Jesus hath made mefreefrom thelaw of sin and death.” Our lifein the
Spirit setsusfreeof thelaw of sinand deah. Christ bore our sinsand deah for us, in Hisown bod/
when He died onthe Cross We were aucified with Christ, “That the righteousnessof the law
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit” (Rom. 8:4).

Our new creded spirit is perfed, it’s the flesh that needs to be brought under subjedionto
the Spirit within us. The Apostle Paul said in Galatians 2:20, “1 am crucified with Christ:
neverthelessl live; yet not |, but Christ liveth in me: and thelifewhich | now livein theflesh
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| live by thefaith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.” Our new lifein
Christisin ou spirit. We ae perfed in ou spirit, and we aein the processof perfeding the flesh
and the soul. This process will be @mmplete “when this corr uptible shall have put on
incorr uption, and thismortal shall have put on immortality, then shall bebrought to passthe
saying that iswritten, Death is svallowed up in victory” (1 Cor. 1554). For it iswritten, “this
corr uptiblemust put on incorr uption, and thismortal must put onimmeortality” (1 Cor. 1553).

The Scripture never tells us to do anything abou “training our spirit.” God hes alrealy
perfeded our spirit. We aeto renew our minds, and kecome transformed that we can be led by the
Spirit from within ou spirit..
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THE WORD

NoticeinJohn 11it says, “ In thebeginningwastheWord, and theWord waswith God,
and theWord wasGod.” Thisistruly the very beginning of al creaion. The Word was Godright
from the beginning. God rever changes, therefore, the Word is gill God today.

This is where Christians becme deceved just as Eve was deceived in the beginning.
Therefore, it isimportant to understand the Word of God. Lest we shoud also be deceved as the
serpent decaved Eve.

If welookat John 11 aong with John 12,3,and 14,it will help usto understand what is
being said in these verses. John 12,3,14says,

The samewasin the beginning with God.

All thingsweremade by him; and without him wasnot any thing madethat wasmade.

And theWord wasmadeflesh, and dwelt amongus, (and webeheld hisglory, theglory

as of the only begatten of the Father,) full of graceand truth.

If you study these verses carefull y, you will notice that they are speking of “the Word of God.”
“The Word waswith God and the Word was God.” Not only was the Word God, bu the Word
also creded al things. Therefore, al thingswere aeaed by theWord of God. Thisaloneshoud tell
us the importance of “the Word of God.”

Going to John 114 it tells us that “Jesus is the Word of God.” And as we study the
Scriptures we seein John 110, talking abou Jesusit says, “ Hewasin theworld, and theworld
was made by him, and the wor|d knew him not.” So, who made the world, Jesus or the Word of
God? Now look at Colosdans 1:16, talking abou Jesus, it says, “For by him were all things
created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers:. all things were created by him, and for
him.” That's the same thing it saysin John 110. These two agree with eat aher.

Now look ower in 1John 57 it says, “ For thereare threethat bear record in heaven, the
Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.” This says, “the Father, the
Word, and the Holy Ghost,” are One. When we understand that Jesusis the Word of God, then
thisagreeswithwhat it said in John 11,2,14 Jesusandthe Word of Godare one, they arewith God
andthey agree

OnceChristians are determined to believethe Word of God,then they are ontheright trad,
to receving all that God hes planned for them, here in thisworld and in the ayes to come. It's al
based upon® believing the Word of God.”

For starters, let’ sgo bad to Genesisand seewhat happened with Adam and Eve? In Genesis
2:16,17it says,

And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou

mayest freely eat:

But of thetree of theknowledge of goad and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for intheday

that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.

Now for thase who dorit read the Hebrew in these verses they could easily get into error. In the
Hebrew, verse 16 daesnot say, “the L ORD God commanded theman.” It says, “the LORD God
commanded man.” Theword “the” isnot there, the translators added that word. Unfortunately it
changed the meaning of the whole statement, and many have been deceved by it. The LORD was
not speaking to just one man by the name of Adam. But He was $e&king to al of mankind, male
and female, you and | also. We were dl in Adam at that time, and we were dl included in that
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statement.

Genesis 2:16tell sus, we have afreewill, we can choose what we will do,al choicesareup
to us. Godwill nat forceusto doanything, neither will He stop wsif we do nd obey Him. God hes
aways given man a choice, to choose what He will doabou HisWord. Or we @uld say, what will
man doabou JESUS?

Then in Genesis 2:17 the LORD God gave His Word, along with His advice, “don’t eat of
the treeof knowledge of good and eul”! What is God talking abou when He used the term “the
tree of knowledge of goad and evil”? In oreresped, Godis smply saying, “don’t listen to anyone
or believeanyone who dces not agreewith the Word of God.” Don't go by your reasoning and
imaginations. Go by theWord of God.God sWordisTRUTH, and dorit beli eve anyone or anything
that does not agreewith the TRUTH. We @uld also say, “don’t believeanyonewho dcesn’t agree
with JESUS,” for Heisthe TRUTH.

So, what happened to Adam and Eve in Genesis 3? First Eve knew the Truth, the Word of
the LORD that was gpokenin Genesis2:16,17.She knew not to ea of thetreeof knowledge of good
and evil (Gen. 32,3). What did Eve do, knowing the Truth, when the serpent spoke to her? She
li stened to the voice of the serpent rather then listen to “the Word of God” which she knew to be
the truth.

When we listen to another voice, another word that does not agreewith “the WORD of
God,” it opensthedoa for “doult and untalief.” Doult and unt&li ef will rob usfrom the “best God
hasto dfer.” Godisgoodand, “ Every goad gift and every perfed gift isfrom above, and cometh
down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness neither shadow of turning”
(James 1:17). We shoud never accept anything that doesn’t come from God. No matter what it is,
if it didn't come from God, dont accept it...

If we make amistake and doli sten to someone who says smething that doesnot agreewith
the Word of God, what shoud we do? The Word of God says, “1f we @mnfessour sins, heis
faithful and justtoforgiveusour sins, and to cleanseusfrom all unrighteousness’ (1John 19).
Adam and Eve did na dothat, insteal they tried to pu the blame on someone dse.

Never blame awyone dse for what you dd. Confessyour sins and be deansed from all
unrighteousness Then “if wewalk in thelight, asheisin thelight, we havefellowship onewith
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth usfrom all sin” (1 John 17).

You may have not noticed, bu in Revelation 138 it says, “the Lamb dlain from the
foundation of theworld.” Doyou unarstandwhat thismeans? Adam andEve' s snswerepaid for
arealy beforethey were aeded, before they ate of thetreeof knowledge of goodandevil. So were
your sinspaid for beforeyouwere borninto thisworld. Jesus already paid the pricefor all your sins,
iniquities, sicknessand dseases before you were born into thisworld.

That is“theWord of God,” will you kelieveit, or will you kelievethevoiceof ancther?It’s
your choiceg it’snot what someone dsesaid o did, it’sall upto Y ou, what will you doabou “the
Word of God?”

If you believewhat othershave said, doult and unl#i ef will enter inandwill robyou o your
faithto believethetruth of theWord of God.Cast down all doult and unleli ef and believethe Word
of God, kelieve JESUS!

How could Enochwalk with Godfor threehunded yeasandthengoto heavenwithou even
dying on eath first? Do you believe “the Word of God?” It says,

And Enochwalked with God after hebegat Methuselah threehundred year s, and begat

sons and daughters:

And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years:
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And Enoch walked with God: and hewas not; for God took him (Gen. 522-24).
Thenit saysin Hebrews11:5, " By faith Enoch wastranslated that he should not seedeath; and
was not found, because God had translated him: for before his trandation he had this
testimony, that he pleased God.” Do you kelieve what it says abou Enoch?

Amos 3:3 says, “ Can two walk together, except they be agreed?” Can anyonewalk with
Godand nd agreewith God? If youthink you can, you missed it. Enoch foundthe answer tolifein
every resped, life on eath andlife in heasren. The answer is “agree with God,” agreewith “the
Word of God,” agreewith JESUS!

Look what it said in Genesis 2:17,“...for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt
surely die.” Didthe LORD Godtell thetruth? Certainly, Hedid. HisWordis Truth. Inthe Hebrew,
verse 17 daesnat say, “diedead” the same day Adam ate of the treeof knowledge of goodand evil .
It says, “thou shalt surely (muwth) die (muwth).” If you study the meaning of thisword, and the
exad tense of ead Hebrew word (muwth), thefirst time (surely) it isin the “Infinitive” mood.The
secondtime (die) isin the “Imperfed” mood. That means, neither one would mean “die dead that
sameday.” What it meansisthat two deahswould* passupon” them that day, thefirst deahwhich
isphysicd deah of the natural body (cdled mortality), and the second ceah cdl ed (eternal deah).
Mortality isalso spoken of in Romans 8:11, saying, “ But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus
from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your
mortal bodies...” Your “mortal bodies,” arethephysicd bodesthat mortal death cameuponinthe
garden of Eden. Y our mortal body has deah residing in it, and uriessthe LORD intervenes, it will
die andreturn to dust. Genesis 3:19 says, “for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.”
But, praise the LORD! He will i ntervene, for 1 Corinthians 15:52,53says,

In amoment, in thetwinkling of an eye, at thelast trump: for thetrumpet shall sound,

and the dead shall be raised incorr uptible, and we shall be changed.

For this corruptible must put on incorr uption, and this mortal must put on

immortality.

It will happen, if not before that last trump, it will happen then. That’'s God s Word for those who
areborn again o the Word and the Spirit (1 Peter 1:23, John 36).

What abou the seaond ceah, “eternal deah”?In Revelation 206,14it iscdled” thesecond
death,” which resultsin“ cast into thelake of fire.” Thesetwo deahs“passd uponal mankind’
intheday that Adam ate of thetreeof knowledge of goodandevil . They becaneresident in mankind
fromthat day forth. They did na overtakemankind.Romans5:12says, “W herefore, asby oneman
sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all
have sinned.” It says, “passed upon all men,” it doesn’t say “died dead.” Sin and ceah “passd
upon,” meaning “becaneresident in all mankind.

What abou theseaond ceah concerning Christians? Jesus sidinJohn 524,“ Verily, verily,
| say unto you, Hethat heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting
life, and shall not comeinto condemnation; but ispassed from death (thanatos) untolife (zoe).”
When apersonrecaves Jesus Christ asLORD and Savior, they passfrom the second ceah urtolife
in Christ Jesus. Revelation 2Q14 says, “ And death (thanatos) and hell were @ast into thelake of
fire. Thisisthesemnd death (thanatos).” The same Greek word used by Jesusin John 524isused
for thesecond ceah in Revelation 2014, by thiswe know that Jesusistalking abou the same deah
as Revelation cdl s the seaond ceah.

How did Enoch overcome these two deahs which were resident in hm? By “the Word of
God.” Jesusis“theWord of God” (John 11,2). Alrealy, “b eforethefoundation of theworld, the
Lambwas dain” “ thepricewaspaid bythebodyandtheblood d theLamb.” Enoch believed “ the
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Word of God,” and he continued to believe the Word of God. God was © pleased with Enoch’s
faith as he believed the Word of God, that God took Him to heaven,

1) even before the flood,

2) even before Jesus came in the flesh,

3) even before Jesus was crucified dead and buied,

4) even before Jesus arose again from the dead.

Long before the bloodwas dhed onthe Crossof Calvary, Enoch believed God, and God took him
to heaven.

God s Word was sttled in heaven from the foundition d the world. It never changed, and
never will change. God and His Word are One. They canna, and will not change. Enoch believed
God, and reiswith Godfor all eternity.

What abou you and |, will we believe God? Or will we listen to the voice of the devil,
speaking through the mouths of others? Psalm 11989 says, “For ever, O LORD, thy word is
settled in heaven.” Inlsaiah 469,10it says,

Remember the former things of old: for | am God, and thereis none dse; | am God,

and thereisnonelike me,

Dedaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient timesthe thingsthat are not

yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and | will do dl my pleasure:

All that God hes dore and all that God will ever do onthe eath was already settled in hearen from
the foundation d the world. Whosoever will believethe Word of Godwill recave dl that God hes
promised from thefoundation d theworld. GodisgoodandHismercy enduresforever. Psalm 1005
says, “For the LORD is goad; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to dl
generations.” Psalm 10311 says “ For as the heaven is high above the erth, so geat is his
mercy toward them that fear him.” Psalm 1061 says, “ PraiseyetheLORD. O givethanksunto
theLORD; for heisgoad: for hismercy endureth for ever.” Psalm 107:1 and Psalm 11829 say,
“O givethanksuntothe LORD, for heisgoad: for hismercy endureth for ever.” Themorewe
real in the Psalms, over and ower we see the Word of God says, “the LORD is goad; his mercy
iseverlasting; and histruth endureth to dl generations.”

Enoch believed theWord of God,and naw heisin heaven with the Father, the Son,the Holy
Spirit and all who believed God s Word sincethen. Youtoo, can dowhat Enoch dd, believe “the
Word of God,” nat what others sy, na the drcumstances, na what others believe, but only what
the Word of God says. Believe and inherit al things acerding to “the Word of God.”

46



